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‘Hijackers do not back Abiola’ 

Y (R) Gunmen bolding 28 hostages on a Nigeria Airways 
ui Ntgernave wji»b amr finks with Nigerian politician Moshood 
Abiola, administer said Tuesday. firct reports when the Airbus A310 
was seized Monday sud the hijackers wanted Mr. Abiola appointed as 
. President, fow months after the cancellation of Nigerian efeoions he 
was set to win. Bet Niger's Transport Minister Abdotdaye Soufcy toU 
reporters the gunmen had denied any.lmks with Mr, Abiola, sayine he 
was as m uch a pillager of the Nigerian people as former military leader - 
JbraWraBabanpda, who turned over power in August to a mffitaiy- 
a|^«ljavdi^ ffwernment. Mr. Souley said fee leader of the 
hijackers. who^Iled themselves Suicide Squad C, had given his name- 
as Kazar. He said atnotw the 28 hostages were army officers and a 
member of dfc National Electoral Commission. Airport officials in 
Niger S capital sard negotiation* began Tuesday afteran eight-hour 
pause. 
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Mideast water talks open in Peksnf j 

PEKING (AFP) — The fourth meeting of the multilateral working Q 
on water resources in the Middle East opened here Tuesday. ^ 
high that the recent IsraelbPalestine Liberation Organise- 1 



because of technical reasons. The three-day meeting is the first time 
Peking has hosted an event related to the Middle East peace process. 
QUna pledged Monday to “continue to make its own contribution to 
the promotion of the Middle East peace process." No breakthroughs 
were expected at the meeting, but participants were optimistic that the 


ire would improve after the PLO- Israel accord was signed 
last month in Washington. “We're hopeful to see some progress," said 
Yosef Ben Dor, coordinator of the Israeli delegation. The last round 
of talks, held in Geneva in April, ended in failure. The PLO blamed 
Israel’s refusal to discuss Palestinian water rights, which Israel says 
should be handled under the bilateral crack of the peace process. A 
total of 43 delegations were present for the meeting, 17 of them from 
the Middle East. 
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Saudis demand 

apologyfrom 

Arafat 

TUNIS (AFP) — Saudi Arabia 
has demanded a public apology 
from Yasser Arafat as a condi- 
tion for. the normalisation of 
ties and resumption of aid to 
the Palestinians, diplomats 
said here Tuesday. King Fahd 
set the condition in response to 
mediation efforts by Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak, 
who has been trying to patch 
up relations between the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) and Gulf states. If the 
Egyptian reconciliation efforts 
succeeded, the PLO leader 
could visit Saudi Arabia soon, 
the diplomats said. 

Iraqi delegation to 
visit Tehran 

NICOSIA ( AP) ’ — An Iranian 
official said Tuesday that an 
Iraqi delegation will be visiting 
Tehran in the near future to 
continue tails on improving 
ties bet ween the two former 
foes. ~Tbe - Islamic Republic 
News Agency, 1RNA quoted 
V Deputy foreign Minister Javad 
Zarif as saying that his Iraqi 
counterpart Abdul Majid AI 
Faisal wifi be visiting Tehran to 
follow up talks the two had in 
Baghdad. He (fid not give a 
date for the expected visit. 

Palestinian slain 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
{ AP ) — Unkitown-assarlants in 
the occupied West Bank on 
Monday fatally shot and stab- 
bed a Palestinian suspected of 
being an informant for the 
Israelis. The assailants attack- 
ed Mahmoud Yaqub Salah, 59, 
at his home in. the village of AI 
-"“‘Haoef. He Was taken to Hus^ 
sein hospital in nearby Beth- 
lehem , but doctors pro- 
nounced him. dead. Presidents 
told reporters that Salah, who 
ran a driving school, had been 
u attacked several times in the 
- past. He allegedly supplied in- 
formation on Palestinian upris- 
ing activists to the Israeli army, 
the residents said. 

Snags flit 
Saharatalks 

UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
The second round of direct 
talks on Western Sahara be- 
tween Morocco and the Pofr- 
sario guerrillas has been de- 
layed by a dispute over the 
composition of the Moroccan 
delegation, U.N. officials and 
diplomats said Tuesday. 
"There arc problems, the talks 
have not opened yet," chief 
U.N. spofccsrian Joe Sills said 
during his daily news briefing. 
'' “There is a question on ihe 
composition of a delegation." 
He did not elaborate. Formed 
Pakistani Foreign Minister 
Sahabzada. Yaqub Khan, the 
U.N. observer to the Western 
Sahara talks, met separately 
with each side in- an effort to 
resolve the problem. 


No end seen to 
Kashmir siege 

SRINAGAR (AP) — People 
paced through the streets of 
Srinagar buying food Wednes- 
day as Indian forces lifted a 
12 -day-old curfew' for a few 
hours in many areas of the city. 
Political leaders had urged the 
f people to hold a one-day hun- 
ger strike in support of the 
militants and civilians who 
have been trapped inside 
Kashmir's holiest shrine since 
Oct. 15. 




PLO presses Israel 
to free all detainees 

Police, control of bridge and Jericho 
area on the negotiating table at Taba 


Combined agency dispatches 

TABA, Egypt — The Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) called on Israel Tues- 
day to free all remaining 
Palestinian prisoners as the 
two sides resumed autonomy 
talks in this Egyptian Red Sea 
resort. 

The bead of the PLO delega- 
tion, Nabil Shaath, issued a 
call for a general amnesty for 
some 12,000 Palestinian pris- 
oners held by Israel. 

Asked whether he was satis- 
fied with Israel’s release of 617 
Palestinian prisoners in the 
past 24 hours, Dr.Shaath, a 
close aide to PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat, said: “One is 
never satisfied until one sees 
all the prisoners out. It would 
be very difficult to say Tm 
happy to see 10,000 inside...* 

“We would Hke Israel to see 
that releasing prisoners contri- - 
butes to support for the peace 
process, not the other way 


around.” 

Referring to Israel's last- 
minute refusal to free 23 mem- 
bers of the Islamic Resistance 
Movement (Hamas), Dr. 
Shdath said: “These prisoners 
did not participate in any 
attack and they should not be 
paying for it.” 

Another member of the 
Palestinian delegation, Ziad 
Abu Ziad, insisted that the 
Sept. 13 autonomy deal signed 
in Washington was agreed be- 
tween the Israeli ana Palesti- 
nian peoples, and "not be- 
tween factions." 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
- zhak Rabin halted the release 
of rn embers of Hamas and the 
fundamentalist Islamic Jihad 
movement after the killing of 
two Israeli soldiers in the Gaza 
Strip on Sunday. 

Salim Hassan AI Zerai, the 
longest-serving Palestinian 
prisoner until ms release last 
week after 23 years behind 
bars, joined the PLO delega- 


tion Tuesday. 

PLO officials said Mr. 
Zerai’s presence was "symbo- 
lic,” although Freih Abu Me- 
dein a Gaza lawyer and adviser 
to the talks, suggested he may 
be proposed as a participant in 
a subcommittee. 

Israel army radio said Dr. 
Shaath would asle for another 
1,000 prisoners to be freed 
quickly. Dt. Shaath told the 
radio he wanted freedom for 
Palestinians • who committed 
minor offences such as- unfurl- 
ing Palestinian flags or painting 
slogans on the wan. 

Tire prisoners allowed out 
Monday were women, the sick, 
and those under 18 or older 
than 50, in keeping with an 
agreement reached in Taba last 
week. 

The International Commit- 
tee of the Red Cross says there 
are 12,000 Palestinian prison- 
ers in Israeli jails, while Mr. 
Rabin has put the figure at 

(Continued on page 5) 



Palestinian women carry pictures of their sons, 
husbands and brothers jailed in Israeli prisons. 


during a demonstration in Gaza City Tuesday 
(AFP photo) 


Parties want ‘deadline’ for 
voter- card collection extended 


By Snhair Obesdat 

Special to tbc Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Five political par- 
ti esTuesday urged the Interior 
Ministry to extend the deadline 
for obtaining voters’ cards in 
order to enable the largest 
number of registered voters to 
participate in the Nov. 8 polls. 

In a letter addressed to 
Minister of Interior Salameh 
Hammad, the parties said that 
less than a third of the reg- 
istered voters so far have col- 
lected their voting cards, with- 
out which voters cannot cast 
their ballot. 

Ministry of Interior sources, 
however, say that 794,486 out 
of the country’s 1,514 million 
registered voters had collected 
their cards by Monday noon. 
No figures were available 
Tuesday. 

“In order to guarantee the 
largest popular participation in 


the coming elections and con- 
solidate democratic values in 
society, we propose that you 
extend the deadline for distri- 
buting voting cards” until Nov. 
7, the parties said. 

The letter, a copy of which 
was made available to the Jor- 
dan Times, was signed by the 
general secretaries of the Isla- 
mic Action Front (IAF), the 
Jordanian Democratic Popular 
Unity Party, the Jordanian 
Arab Socialist Ba’ath Party, 
the Progressive Arab Ba’ath 
Party and the Jordan People's 
Democratic Party. 

Reports had put the dead- 
fine at Oct. 28. Director of 
centres assigned to distribute 
voting cards say that the orders 
from the Ministry of Interior 
say the deadline is Nov. 1. 

The Election Law does not 
specify a deadline for distribut- 
ing the cards, and Ministry of 


Interior officials say that the 
process will continue as long as 
possible. 

In the meantime, some vo- 
ters have complained that they 
faced unnecessary difficulties 
and complications when they 
went to collect their cards. A 
stamp on the family book is the 
due to where a voter must 
collect his/her card. 

Akka Secondary School for 
Girls and Rashid Preparatory 
School for Boys in Jabal Hus- 
sein (within the same pre- 
smises) are two card distribut- 
ing centres for third district 
voters. 

Voters have to look for their 
names among -lists of .32,000 
names hand-written on scraps 
of paper stuck on cardboards 
and small blackboards leaning 
against die school's corridor 
walls. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Jordan,, 
PLO study 
economic 
formula ■ 

■ AMMAN (J.T.) — Coordination 
and cooperation .between Jordan 
and Palestine in various economic 
matters were at the heart of discus- 
sion at a meeting held at the Prime 
Ministry Tuesday. 

Co-chaired by Jawad Anani, 
minister of state for Prime Ministry 
affairs, on the Jordanian side and 
Mohammad Zuhdi Nashashibi on 
the Palestinian side, the meeting 
reviewed various banking activi- 
ties, monetary matters, control 
oyer fmancjaL dealings, and com- 
mercial affairs between the two 
sides. 

A statement issued after the 
meeting said that the discussion 
aimed at reaching a common for- 
mula that would determine the 
framework of economic coopera- 
tion between Jordan and Palestine. 

Tuesday’s meeting was 
announced earlier this month by 
Prime Minister Abdul Sal am AI 
Majali. 

Attending the meeting on the . 
Jordanian side besides Dr. Anani , 
were Dr. Fayez Tarawneh, Jor- 
dan's ambassador to the United 
States, Centra] Bank Governor 
Mohammad Saeed AJ Nabuki, and 
Mohammad Saqqafi and Ahmad 
Mango, advisers at the His Royal 
Highness Crown ■: Prince Hassan's 
office. 

On the -Palestinian side, the 
meeting was attended by Dr. 
Jawad Naji, director of economic 
affairs at the Palestine- Liberation 
Organisation (PLO), . AI ‘Tayeb 
Abdul Rahim, Palestinian ambas- 
sador to Jordan and Omar Khatib 
from the Palestine embassy in Am- 
man. • 


World needs ‘peace 
education’ — Majali 


PARIS (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam A! Ma- 
jali Tuesday stressed the im- 
portance of introducing “peace 
education” as an alternative 
for the “war-oriented educa- 
tion," which has prevailed over 
the past 50 years. 

'Addressing the annual Un- 
ited Nations Educational, Sci- 
entific and Cultural Organisa- 
tion (UNESCO) conference. 
Dr. Majali said 50 years of war 
education had brought about 
more suffering, hatred, grudge 
and lust for revenge. 

" 0r7 Majali - said educating 
people on the' merits of peace 
encourages peaceful dialogue 
and advances, better under- 
standing among the nations. 

Morever, he said, it can con- 
tribute -to establishing peace 
and security. . 

He pointed out that peace is 
fostered and enhanced by re-> 
sped of rights and in this con- 
text he cited Jerusalem. Dr. 
Majali said Jerusalem was not 
just a piece of land or a mere 
occupied territory but rather 
the place where history and 
geography meet. 

"It is the place that houses 
the holiest Islamic, Christian 
and Jewish shrines,” Dr. Ma- 
jali said, recalling His Majesty 
King Hussein’)* call for mter- 
Islamic dialogue as an initial 
step towards - crystallising a 
position to be 1 followed by an 
inter-faith dialogue involving 
Christians and Jews to reach an 
agreement on the status of 


Jerusalem and to shoulder 
their responsibility towards it. 

Dr. Majali said: “Nothing 
can prevent peace if the good- 
will is there.” 

Jordan’s concept of peace. 
Dr. Majali said, is based on 
three major pillars: democracy 
and human rights, comprehen- 
sive security, which ushers in a 
safe and better ■ future, and 
regional cooperation based on 
equality, and -mutual respect. 

Dr. Majali noted that the 
education system cannot keep 
rotated, from issues threaten- 
ing titimah life 1 .- ~ ’* *’ 

He emphasised the need for 
a new global education and 
culture which can help sensitise 
people about global problems 
and enhance respect of peo- 
ples’ rights to live in dignity. 

He noted that international 
concern about basic issues, in- 
cluding the environment, the 
rights of children and women 
and human rights, lacks a com- 
mon ethical floor and a com- 
mon human behaviour. There- 
fore, anything short of a con- 
certed international effort will 
not be able to bridge the ethic- 
al and behavioural gap be- 
tween human fears and desires 
and daily practices. Dr. Majali 
said. 

He stressed the importance 
of education - in human de- 
velopment, saying that it has 
become an inherent human 
right, and is no longer a luxury. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Liberals 
wipe out 
ruling 
party in 
Canada 


TORONTO (Agencies) — In 
an election that rewrote the 
political map of Canada, Jean 
Chretien's liberals rolled to an 
unexpectedly strong victory 
and the separatist Bloc Quebe- 
cois emerged as the second 
most powerful party. 

Prime Minister Kim Camp- 
bell’s Progressive Conserva- 
tives — who won stunning vic- 
tories in 1984 and 1988 under 
Brian Mulroney — crashed 
Monday, holding on to a mere 
two seats and leaving the party 
to tatters. Ms. Campbell could 
not even muster enough votes 
to retain her own seat. 

In an equally stunning de- 
velopment, the Bloc Qucbe- 
cois won enough support in 
French-speaking Quebec to 
squeak by the Reform Party, 
based in Alberta, to capture 
the privileged role of official 
opposition in the House of 
Commons. 

Voters in this country of 27 
million turned to Mr. Chretien 
because he campaigned on a 
promise to deal with the No. I 
issue: Creating jobs to tackle 
Canada's 11.2 per cent unem- 
ployment. 

When the political bloodlet- 
ting was over early Tuesday. 
Mr.- Chretien’s liberals had 
won 178 of the 295 seats in the 
Commons and assured them- 
selves a majority government. 
The Conservatives had 
plunged from 155 seats to two, 
an unprecedented defeat. The 
Socialist New Democrats near- 
ly matched them in ignominy, 
dropping from 43 seats to 
eight. 

The Bloc Quebecois, which 
campaigned only in Quebec, 
swept up 54 seats, and the 
upstart Reform Party captured 
52 seats, all but one of them in 
the west. 

'Tonight the political land- 
scape of Canada has been sig- 
nificantly altered and a diffe- 
rent political era has begun,” 
declared Preston Manning, the 
leader of Reform, which had 
only one member of parlia- 
ment before Monday's elec- 
tion. 

The Conservative defeat was 
(Continued on page 5) 


Disarrayed Jordanian leftists find themselves in a comer 


By F jMiris K. Andoni 

FOUR YEARS after the 
1989 democratisation process 
began, the historically leftist 

and pan- Arabist opposition 
groups find themselves up 
against heavy odds: They wiD con- 
test the Nov. 8 elections with 
much less support and votes 
than that of either the Islam- 
ists or even the traditional, 
independent candidates. 

The chances of “secular 
opposition" are weakened by 
a state of disarray in their 
ranks and the introduction of 
the one-person, one-vote 
law, which is expected to tip 
the balance in favour of con- 
servative traditionalists in the 


country's first multi-party 
elections since 1956. 

The disadvantaged posi- 
tion of the leftist and pan- 
Arabist groups, which consti- 
tute more than half of the 20 
registered parties, leaves the 
door wide open for the 
newly-formed right-of-centre 
parties, which derive support 
mainly from tribal and tradi- 
tional structures, to emerge 
strongly on the political 
scene. 

In 1989, the left and left-of- 
the-centre candidates who 
ran as individuals since poli- 
tical parties were still banned 
had to compete with a strong 
and organised Muslim 
Brotherhood, but were 


nevertheless able to win 14 
- seats in the 80-member par- 
liament. 

One difference in this time 
around is that the leftists and 
pan-Arabists, who are now 
organised in political parties, 
will face an unprecedented 
organised movement repre- 
senting tribal affiliations. 
This movement is viewed as a 
force that aims at preventing 
the liberalisation process 
from undermining its pret- 
rious and influential status in 
the system. 

For while the leftist and 
pan- Arabist parties will be 
effectively trying to find a . 
bigger role within the system 
which' marginalised them or * 


kept them as outsiders for at 
least three decades, the con- 
servative parties represent 
groups that have strong influ- 
ence and 'are entrenched in 
the system. 

ANALYSIS 

“The new conservative 
parties do not need new 
structures or- even mem- 
bership to ensure support be- 
cause they rely on traditional 
structures and tribal affilia- 
tions, other' than their strong 
influence within the system,”' 
said one .Onafystl 

Another difference be- 
tween the traditionalists, on 
one hand, and the leftist pan- 


Arabist-partfes on the other, 
is that while; the first have 
adapted themselves to the 
new progranjme of political 
liberalisation; by organising 
their ranks in political parties 
in order to ; enhance their 
already influential role, the 
latter had suffered serious 
political and! organisational 
splits since the democratisa- 
tion process started. 

In fact most of the current 
i leftist and pan-Arabist par- 
ties are splinter groups of 
previously clandestine parties 
whose ideological platforms 
have been shaken, if not shat- 
tered, by the collapse of com- 
munism, the Recline of pan- 
Arabism and difficulties 


associated with the trans- 
formation from underground 
groups to legal parties. 

Their position was further 
complicated by the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO)-Israel accord, which 
forced them to oppose the 
policy of an organisation 
when they had strongly sup- 
ported. 

•Activists argue that the lef- 
tists, pan-Arabists and even 
the left of centre independent 
candidates' would stand bet- 
ter chances if the electoral 
(aw encouraged competitions 
based on political affiliations 
and platforms. 

The electoral law is repe- 
atedly criticised for its ampli- 


fication of minority and tribal 
affiliations and influence in- 
stead of promoting political 
orientations and platforms. 

The introduction of the 
one-person, one-vote system 
has prompted the leftist par- 
ties to rail back on more 
traditional and tribal struc- 
tures in an effort to boost the 
chance of their candidates by 
combining social influence 
and tribal affiliations with 
political platforms. 

One potentially positive 
impact of the one-person, 
one-vote voting pattern, 
however, is that it could lead 
to serious considerations of 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Turks extend emergency 
rule in Kurdish regions 


ANKARA (Agencies) — Tur- 
key’s highest policy-making 
body has decided in favour of 
extending the state of 
emergency imposed in the 
southeast seven years ago in 
response to the insurgency by 
Kurdish separatists. 

“The National Security 
Council has decided to advise 
the government to prolong the 
emergency rule for a further 
four months from Nov; 19,” 
said a statement carried by the 
semi-official news agency Ana- 
tolia. 

The council, which groups 
both political and, military 
leaders, met under President 
Suleyman Demirel for nearly 
five houre to discuss the esca- 
lating insurgency by the Kur- 
dish Labour Party (PKK). 

The government almost al- 
ways adopts its recommenda- 
tions on the insurgency. Parlia- 
ment must also approve them. 

Armed forces chief General 
Dogan Gures told reporters 
after the meeting that martfol 
law would not be required in 
the southeastern provinces. 

Nearly 7,600 people have 
been killed on both sides since 
the PKK launched its guerrilla 
campaign for a Kurdish state in 
the southeast in 1984. The 
death rate seems to be rising. 

In one of an the latest, inci- 
dents, Kurdish rebels raided a 
village in mountainous eastern 
Turkey, herded peasants into a 
square and killed at least 35, 


Anatolia reported. 

Anatolia said IS guerrillas 
took part in the raid on the 
settlement of Yavili in Erzur- 
um province Monday night. At 
least SO people were wounded, 
it added. 

Quoting security officials, 
Anatolia said the guerrillas 
shouted Kurdish slogans be- 
fore the shooting. The gunmen 
escaped. 

The victims included 
women, children and old peo- 
ple. 

In another incident, PKK 
gunmen raked'the occupants of 
a passenger bus with automatic 
weapons fire near Erzurum on 
Monday night, killing four 
people and injuring 12. 

On Sunday a Paris group 
close to the PKK said Turkish 
troops had killed 380 Kurdish 
civilians in the town of Lice 
since Friday. 

The pro-PKK newspaper 
Ozgur G undent said troops 
flattened the town with tank 
and artillery fire. 

Brigadier-General Bahtiyar 
Aydin, commander of Diyar- 
bakir's paramilitary gendar- 
merie forces, was killed during 
the fight. 

He was the highest-ranking 
Turkish officer to die in the 
war between the PKK and the 
security forces. 

Turkey lifted a three-day ‘ 
curfew from Lice, Anatolia 
said. 

In the fighting erupted last , 


Friday when rebels who infil- 
trated the town and dug in to 
surrounding hills attacked 
military and government build- 
ings. 

Quoting Diyarbakir Gov- 
ernor Ibrahim Sahin, the agen- 
cy said 13 people, including the 
general, died in the fighting 
and 34 people were wounded. 
Anatolia said security forces 
searching the town bouse by 
house had detained 74 sus- 
pected insurgents. 

The pro-guerrilla Kurd-Ha 
news agency based in Germany 
had claimed over the weekend 
that hundreds of civilians had 
been- killed by Turkish tanks. 

Anatolia said about 400 
bouses and 240 shops had been 
damaged in the fighting. The 
heaviest damage was to the 
garrison headquarters and offi- 
cial buildings, it said. 

It quoted the governor as 
promising state aid for people 
whose houses or shops were 
hit. 

The fighting, among the 
heaviest in the decade-long 
Kurdish insurgency, triggered 
the replacement of interior and 
defence ministers in a cabinet 
reshuffle on Sunday. 

Over 8,000 people have died 
since the PKK launched a. 
guerrilla war in 1984 for self- 
rule in the Kurdish-dominated 
southeast. Intensified fighting 
over the past year has 
accounted for a quarter of the 
toll. 


Ministry says crime 
increases in S . Arabia 


RIYADH (AJP) — Drug traf- 
ficking, murders, rapes, kid- 
nappings and thefts increased 
in Saudi Arabia last year de- 
spite government efforts to 
fight crime, according to a re- 
port released by the Interior 
Ministry. 

The report said thefts had 
increased 78 per cent in 1992 
over the number reported in 
1991. It said there was a 34 per 
cent increase over the same 
period in rape and other sexual 
crimes such as adultery, 
homosexualty and child 
molestation. 

TTie report, while trying to 
play down the increase in 
crime, said that Saudi Arabia 
has succeeded in limiting it due 
to the strict adherence to Shar- 
ia. 

The kingdom rules by Shar- 
ia, which prescribe beheading 
for some criminals, cutting off 
the hands of thieves and ston- 
ing adulterers. Since 1987, 
drug smugglers and traffickers 
also face beheading. The 
penalty was applied to those 
crimes in an effort to curb the 
phenomenon that has spread 
with the oil boom. 

No statistics on beheadings 
were given in the report. 

The Interior Ministry sug- 
gested that some of the in- 
crease in crime might be tied to 
the growing expatriate labour 
force. A census conducted by 
the kingdom last year esti- 
mated the number of expatri- 
ates in the kingdom at 4.6 


• million. The total population is 
16.9 million. 

The ministry noted that 
some of the workers are 
brought in by sponsors illegally 
and later find themselves with- 
out jobs and resort t6 crimes. 

The report said that last year 
■ more than 3,500 drug-related 
cases were reported, a 4.5 per 
cent increase over the same 
period in 1990-91. More than 
5,600 persons were accused in 
drug related offenses, it said. 

During the year, over 14 
million kilogrammes of illegal 
drags were seized by customs 
officials, a 2.2 per cent rise 
over the previous year, it said. 

The report detailed the types 
of drags seized, such as hash- 
ish. opium, heroin, cocaine, 
and kat — a chewed narcotic 
grown mainly in neighbouring 
Yemen. 

The number of drug pills 
smuggled into the country also 
increased more than 18 per 
cent over the previous year. 
The pills were mostly ampheta- 
mines and secpnal. 

Police authorities caught 
more than 25,000 criminals last 
year, an increase of seven per 
cent over the previous year. 
The report said that 37 per cent 
of the criminals were expatri- 
ates. 

It said there were 9,000 theft 
cases in 1992, a 78 per cent 
increase over the previous 
year. Car thefts topped the list, 
followed by burglaries of 
homes. 


Thais accuse U.S. of lack of help on Libya shelter charge 


BANGKOK (R) — The Un- 
ited States has warned Thai- 
land that Thai companies are 
now the principal foreign con- 
tractors involved in building 
chemical weapons plants in 
Libya, according to American 
and Thai officials. . 

A report on Tuesday in the 
New York Times said a Thai 
company had acknowledged it 
designed and was overseeing 
construction of two large tun- 
nels in Libya to be used as 
“civilian bomb shelters” and 
had been asked to design three 
similar ones. 

The Times quoted American 
officials as saying the two tun- 
nels were being built for the 
production and storage of 
'nerve gas and other chemical 
'weapons. 

Senior Thai officials said on- 
Tuesday the United States had 
not provided evidence to help 
them investigate the charge. 

“U.S. officials claimed to 
have information about Thai 
workers involved in building 


chemical plants in Libya but 
they failed to provide os with 
the evidence or information,” 
a senior government official, 
who asked not to be named, 
told Reuters. 

He said Bangkok had no 
independent information ab- 
out the alleged Thai involve- 
ment. 

The official said a councillor 
of the American embassy in 
Bangkok had verbally in- 
formed the Thais that 
Washington had information 
about 200 Thai workers build- 
ing a chemical weapons plant 
but almost two months later 
had not fulfilled a promise to 
send officials to cooperate on 
the matter. 

“Without evidence to pro- 
ve that those workers are 
involved in working in a che- 
mical plant.- we can do nothing 
to bring them back or to end 
the allegedly illegal work,” he 
said. 

Earlier this month Thai 
police said they had arrested a 


Thai construction-firm owner 
on charges of illegally sending 
workers to Libya to build giant 
underground shelters that the 
U.S. intelligence community 
suspected were for chemical 
weapons production. 

Viroj Sakulmutita was 
arrested on Oct. 14 at the 
office of his W M Co in the 
northern city of Chiang Mai on 
the orders of Prime Minister 
Chuan Leekpai and Interior 
Minister Chavalit Yong- 
chaiyudh. 

The. commander of the 
police's crime suppression divi- 
sion, Major-General Luan Par- 
nrosthip, told reporters he 
ordered the arrest after U.S. 
intelligence told the Foreign 
Ministry it believed the shel- 
ters were to be used for pro- 
ducing chemical weapons. 

Police said Mr. Viroj admit- 
ted that about 60 Thais were 
helping his company construct 
underground “bomb shelters” 
in Libya but said he had never 
sent or taken any Thais to 


work there. 

He said that he had been 
contracted through a Libyan 
firm to design and build the 
shelters for the Libyan govern- 
ment and that work had begun 
about two years ago. Each 
shelter, 15 metres wide and 110 
metres long, was buried 50 
metres underground, usually 
below a mountain. 

Police quoted Mr. Viroj as 
saying he had been visited by a 
U.S. official be suspected of 
being an agent of the Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) and 
asked about his business in 
Libya. 

They said he considered the 
project an honest job for his 
firm, which builds condomi- 
niums in Thailand. He said it 
did not violate Thai law and 
how the shelters were used was 
not his concern. 

The Thai government should 
feel proud that a Thai company 
was able to do such difficult 
work overseas, police .quoted 
him as saying. 


Thai officials on Tuesday 
quoted Mr. Viroj and other 
Thai contractors as saying 
25,000 Thais were working in 
Libya. 

Mr. Viroj was released on 
bail on Oct. 15 and was un- 
available for comment on 
Tuesday. 

Libya cots itself off 

Libya cut itself off from the 
rest of the world Tuesday as a 
mark of mounting for victims 
of Italian colonial rale, the offi- 
cial news agency. JANA re- 
ported. 

Libya's international tele- 
communications were sus- 
pended at 6:00 a.m. (0500 
GMT) and .were not due to he;, 
restored until 6:00 p.m. (1700 

gmt). . 

Meanwhile the Libyan 
embassy in Rome asked the 
Italian authorities to pay com- 
pensation for the period of 
colonial rule from 1911 to 
2942. 


Battle Somali-style is all in the family 


By Michelle Fanl 

The Associated Press 

MOGADISHU — Women 
shrieked with joy and jigged 
a victory dance and children 
clapped in delight as the 
teenager’s bullet found its 
mark Monday. A man fell 
100 metres Up the road. 

“Come here, come here, 
we want to see you” one 
woman taunted, pulling a 
pink veil from her head and 
flicking it with a bullfighter’s 
flourish towards incoming 
gunfire. 

Going into battle Somali- 
style involves the entire fami- 
ly. Monday’s fight was be- 
tween two of the extended 
“families” in the Hawiye dan: 
Mohammad Farah Aidced's 
Habre-Gedir and archrival 
Ali Mahdi Mohammad's 
Agbal. 

Behind Mogadishu's 
bombed-out library, dozens 
of veiled girls ana women, 
toothless old women and 
agile white-haired men fol- 


lowed teenage fighters to- 
wards the dividing green line 
that Mr. Ali Mabdt’s people 
were trying to cross into 
General Ai deed’s territory. 

Crackles and booms elec- 
trified the air as the two sides 
exchanged dozens of rounds 
From Soviet-made' AK-47 
assault rifles, American M- 
16s and SAR-80s, and the 
rocket-propelled grenades 
that -are a favoured weapon 
here. 

The group, perhaps 60 
members in all, paused for a 
moment then continued to- 
wards the shooting, one man 
holding the hand of a boy 
who looked no older than 
three. 

“We are not fighting them. 

. We don't want to create trou- 
ble. We are only acting in 
self-defence," said a dan 
elder, Abdullyadir Sheikh 
Ali, as he scrambled over the 
rabble from an .earlier battle. 
The group advanced, dinging 
to the sides of a wall. 

The pink-shrouded woman 
took cover, behind a large 


tree trank, peered out to 
select a target, then yelled 
directions to the teenage son 
crouched at her feet, his eye 
glued to the sights of an 
M-16. 

Girls moved from tree to 
tree, offering the gunmen wa- 
ter from plastic jugs. 

They urged one young man 
to fire a rocket-propelled gre- 
nade. Self-importantly, he 
cleared the space behind him, 
then let fly with a deafening 
whoosh. 

• The girls grabbed each 
other and danced in a circle. 
Other children dapped. 

Kids then started a new 
game, egging each other on 
to sprint across the street in 
defiance of the snipers. 

They squealed with laugh- 
ter while women chattered 
excitedly and men shouted 
orders, making almost 
enough noise to drown out 
the gunshots. 

Two U.S. army helicop- 
ters, a Black Hawk and a' 
Cobra, droned overhead, 
surveying the fighting but fol- 


lowing U.N. orders that for- 
bid them to intervene in dan 
dashes unless troops are in 
danger. 

The presence of women 
and children in the raucous 
street battles presents prob- 
lems for the U.N. peacekeep- 
ing force. Some have been 
used as shields on the front 
lines. “Certainly that’s a con- 
sideration that the UN- 
OSOM (U.N. Operations in 
Somalia) troops have been 
faced with for sometime," 
said Captain Tim McDavht 
of New Zealand, a U.N. 
spokesman. 

Woman have also been 
used to smuggle arms, which 
they hide under their volumi- 
nous robes. The U.N. force 
indudes thousands of Muslim 
soldiers, who refuse to search 
females. 

In Monday's fight, six gjris 
sitting under a tree a couple 
hundred metres from the 
shooting broke into song: 
“Aideed don’t tire. Your 
people are behind you. You 


will be king.” 

They flirted with 16-year- 
old Omar Mohammad Jimale 
as be took a break, his arms 
drooped casually over the 
rifle stretched across his 
shoulders. 

“We’re going to teach 
them a real lesson this time," 
he boasted. 

An older man looked at a 
journalist and shrugged. 

“They are not serious. This 
is just boys playing with their 
guns,” he said, recalling tank 
battles in the three-year civil 
war that devastated Moga- 
dishu's centre, including the 
national theatre and, across 
the way, the national 
museum of Somalia with its 
graceful arches. 

At the intersection, a bul- 
let hit a young boy, maybe 
nine or 10 years oid, in the 
leg. People stopped only long 
enough to get the child into a 
car and off to the hospital. 

Then the kids went back to 
playing their game, and the 
snipers resumed theirs. 



Francois Mitterrand 


Paijs may 
repatriate 
nationals 
from Algeria 

PARIS (Agencies) — Presi- 
dent FranCoiSr 'Mitterrand has 
said France 'was examining 
the possibility of repatriating 
its citizens from Algeria fol- 
lowing the kidnapping of three 
employees from its consulate 
and the killing of two others. 

The foreign ministry said 
earlier that the French com- 
munity f Ln Algeria "has been 
advised to, strengthen security 
after the weekend kidnapping 
of three diplomatic employees. 

Mr. Mitterrand, speaking on 
the France-2 network, said re- 
patriation was a difficult option 
that would cast a shadow on 
the future of Franco- Algerian 
ties. 

Asked what could be done 
to ensure the safety of the 
25,000 French nationals in 
Algeria, Mr. Mitterrand said: 
“There are radical measures. 
The government is already 
thinking about bringing home 
all the French who would want 
to. 

“It’s a decisive method of 
action but one which would 
cause infinite problems. Are 
we going to be absent from 
Algeria? We are talking about 
this with the Algerian govern- 
ment.” A further 50,000 peo- 
ple m Algeria have French 
papers but the vast majority 
are dual French and Algerian 
citizens. 

Because of France's dose 
ties with the former French 
territory, Paris viewed the cur- 
rent situation “as one of the' 
most difficult and dramatic we 
have ever known,” Mr. Mitter- 
rand, said. 

There has been no word on 
the whereabouts of three 
French consulate-general .staff 
who were on their.way on their 
way to : work when they were 
captured. 

A foreign ministry spokes- 
man said the French ambassa- 
dor summoned representatives 
of French companies working 
in Algeria to remind them of 
security instructions. 

He did not say whether the 
embassy had recommended 
that French nationals send re- 
latives home. 

Algerian authorities have 
vowed to make every effort to 
free the French nationals and 
th'wart attacks. The govern- 
ment blames die attacks on 
Muslim fundamentalists who 
are stepping up their campaign 
to turn the country into an 
Islamic state. 

Two Frenchmen were kid- 
napped and killed in ' west 
Algeria last month and last 
week three foreigners working 
for an Italian company build- 
ing a pipelin&were also killed. 

Families of expatriate staff 
working for foreign firms, 
some of which have operated 
in Algeria for 20 years or so, 
disclosed that they had been 
told by their employers to 
leave, though neither diploma- 
tic sources nor company man- 
agement would officially con- 
firm the moveJ 

Muslim fundamentalists 
have been waging a bloody 
campaign against the author- 
ities since the army intervened 
to cancel elections in January 
1992 which the Islamic Salva- 
tion Front had been poised to 
■win. 
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CHURCHES 


St- Mary of Nrareth Church Sweifieh, 
TdL HUI74U 

Assemblies of God Church. Tel. 
6327X5. 

Si. Joseph Church Tel. 62459(1. 
Church of ibe Annunciation Tel. 
6374411. 

Dr la Salle Church Tel. 661757 
Tunsincti Church Tel: 62236b 
Church of Hie Annunciation Tel. 
623541 . 


Acqdkan Church Td. 630X51. Td. 
62X543. 

Armenian CatboHc Chorcfa Td. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Td. 

775261. 

Si- Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 
Amman interna lidnal Church Td. 

652526. 

Evongefica] Lutheran Church Tel: 

H2432K. 

Gcraan-speakirtx Evangelical Con- 
gregation Tel: 6X4195 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Day Salats Td. 654932 
Chan* of Nazanme Td.675691. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied hy the Department of 
Metcumhgy. 

There will be a gradual drop in 
temperatures with dotids appearing al 
different altitudes. There will he a 
chance frir scattered showers and winds 
will he southeasterly moderate, la 
Aquhu. it will he partly cloudy with a 
chuncv for scattered showers. Winds 
wilt he southerly moderate and seas 
calm. 

Min /Max. temp. 

Amman 17 / 28 

Aqaha 23/35 

Deserts 13 / 31 

Jordan Valley 20 / 34 



Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 30. Aqaba 36. Humidity readings: 
Amman 23 per cent. Aqaba 42 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Ahmad Otbman 7X63X4 

Dr. Adrian Zaghkml H9X140 

Dr. Father Al Bilbcisi 663412 

Dr. Yousef Ahdo 694916 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcrduws pharmacy 77X336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 6371155 

NaiitHikh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644443 

Shmcnani pharmacy 637660 

Nairoujh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBIDs 

Dr. Mohammad Al Khalili 277757 

At Quds pharmacy { — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Rajch Saqr 901290 


Khalifch pharmacy 9X5417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Gvil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Polk* 192. 621 HI. 637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 89639U 

Public Security Department ............ 63(021 

Hold Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 6AI 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 7X7111 

Telephone Information 

(directory asahiancc) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repair* 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 


Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information U8-532Q0 

Queen Alia Ind. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn... 644281/6 
Akilch Maternity. J.Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmdsani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italiun. Al-Muhajrccn 777101/3 

Al-Bashir.J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army.SMarki 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amai Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zaiqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zaraa National Hospital .. (09)90056(1 

IhnSuia Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital (U9KW990 


BHD: 

Princess Banna Hospital (021275555 

Greek CuhoHc Hospital (02)272275 

IheAJNafccs Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princes Haja Hospital (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Queen Alia International 
■ Airport Td. (0R)532UO-5. when? ft 
should always he verified. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

(8:30 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

0fc®0 Jeddah (RJ) 

Will Larnaca(RJ) 

10=35 London (RJ) 

16:55 FrankFurt (RJ) 

17:60 .... New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

172S -Istanbul (RJ) 

17:30 Brussels, Rut* (RJ) 

18:10 Montreal. Toronto (RJ) 

18:10 Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Hamas denounces Indian attacks in Kashmir 

AMMAN (AFP) — A Palestinian group Monday ctotoWMed 
Indian army attacks last week which killed 51 Muslim demon- 
strators in Kashmir. In a statement received by AFP in Amman, 
the Islamic Resistance Movement Hamas said it "conoeinre 
savage attack and random shooting of Muslim civilians, winch 
constitute an attack on all the world’s Muslims. Hamas, a 
powerful hardline force in the occupied territories, called on the 
Indian government to “stop these attacks on Musiuns. lifr thc 
siege imposed on their mosque and recognise their nglU to 
self-determination.” The group is opposed to peace with Israel 
and claimed responsibility for killing two Israeli soldiers on 
Sunday. India slapped down a curfew on Kashmir after ta 
Friday’s violence, when soldiers killed 51 demonstrators who 
were trying to march towards a mosque where some 50 radicals 
remain holed up. 

Amnesty warns West against expelling Afghans 

LONDON (AFP) — The human rights watchdog Amnesty 
International on Tuesday warned Western governments about 
refusing political asylum to Afghan refugees. Amnesty said 
Afghans forced to return to the Islamic state of Afghanistan 
which supplanted former President Najib till ah’s communist 
regime in April 1992 “could become the target of serious human 
rights violations.” Governments in Europe, North America and 
other countries “appear to be ignoring the appalling human 
rights situation in Afghanistan and hundreds of Afghan asylum- 
seekers are at risk of being forcibly returned,” Amnesty said. 
“Many governments are labouring under the illusion that the 
change of government in Afghanistan has eliminated the nsks 
that Afghan asylum seekers fear, when in reality new groups 
have been targeted for arbitrary arrest, rape and even death.” It 
said one Afghan had been forcibly returned to Kabul from 
Denmark, so upsetting other Afghan asylum seekers there that 
they went on hunger strike. Canada was also considering 
deportations. Amnesty said. “Many Afghan asylum seekers 
could become the target of serious human rights violations if 
forcibly returned, and governments must take responsibility for 
protecting them.” 

King Hassan consults on new government 

RABAT (R) — King Hassan of Morocco conferred on Monday 
with leaders of four centrist parties to discuss formation of anew 
government, a palace statement said. The statement said be told 
them of a proposal he made to leaders of four opposition patties 
Friday when he invited them to join the next government. 
Opposition parties have said they would hand the king a 
memorandum replying to his invitation. A spokesman said a 
decision would be taken during a series of joint meetings which 
began in Rabat Monday. King Hassan has said he win form a 
government based on the parliamentary majority but legislative 
elections held this year produced a hung parliament. The 
centre-right parties received by the king had an -absolute 
majority in the previous chamber of representatives, but this 
time round they have only 154 out of the 333 seats. They are the 
Constitutional Union (UC). the rural-based People's Movement 
and its rival the National People's Movement, and the National 
Democratic Party (PND). Four opposition parties, the old- 
guard Nationalist Istiqlal Party, the Socialist Union of People’s 
Forces (USFP), the Party of Progress and Socialism (PPS) and 
the Organisation for Democratic and Action (OADP). won 122 
seats. 

Syrian warships fire missiles in exercise 

DAMASCUS (AP) — Syrian naval vessels fired missiles at 
practice targets in the Mediterranean on Monday as part of a 
training excetdse.' Syria’s official news agency said the partio- 
patirig warships fired missiles that hit targets meant to simulate 
enemy vessels on the high seas. The excerrise was observed by 
Minister of Defence Mustafa Tlas. deputy Chief of Staff Ali 
Aslan and a number of army officers, the news agency said. 

Mubarak finds car door locked 

WASHINGTON (AP) — When it came time for President Bill 
Clinton to show his guest the door, it would not open. Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak, leaving the White House after a 
meeting, a news conference and lunch, shook hands with Mr. 
Clinton and walked the red carpet to the waiting limousine. But 
his door was jammed or locked shut. A U.S. Marine jerked the 
door handle again and again, before getting help from a White 
House aide. Mr. Mubarak finally walked around the limousine 
and entered the other side. Pointing to the jammed door and 
laughing, Mr. Clinton said jokingly, “At least you're safe in 
there. Nobody can get in there.” It was a tense day for security 
personnel. Aware that Mr. Mubarak may be a target for foes of 
Middle East peace, U.S. officials ordered extraordinary security 
measures. Concrete barricades closed Pennsylvania Avenue off 
to traffic in front of the White House and extra police rimmed 
the area. Pedestrians could not walk on the sidewalk outside the 
White House while Mr. Mubarak was arriving and leaving, as 
they usually do. Mr. Clinton said the extra caution was “at a 
level we thought was appropriate because of aQ the obvious 
tensions that surround the whole Middle East peace process.” 
He did not say whether a specific threat prompted the increased 
security. “We consider President Mubarak a valuable asset," 
the president said. “We just wanted to go out of our way to 
make sure that he felt secure here in our nation.” 

Sweden supports Norwegian protest at Iran 

STOCKHOLM (AFP) — The Swedish foreign ministry called m 
Iran’s ambassador to Stockholm Monday to add its voice to a 
Norwegian protest over the death sentence passed against 
British author Salman Rushdie. Hossein Panahiazar was told 
.Sweden believed a call to kill the author over his allegedly 
blasphemous novel “The Satanic Verses” was unacceptable. 
Stockholm called on Tehran to distance itself from the religious 
decree pronounced in 1989 by Iran's late spiritual leader. 
Ayatollah Khomeini, calling for Mr. Rushcfie's death and to 
take steps to ensure the sentence was not carried out. 
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g30 Romc(RJ) 

10:15 .... Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

Berlin. London (RI) 

llfcSB Tonis. Casablanca (RJ) 

Istanbul (RJ) 

Colombo (RJ) 

If- 45 Aqaba. Cairo (RJ) 
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HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 

Dep.Aaata* 830 a.m. every Monday 

Air. D a mns — 5:00 Monday 

Dtp. Dmocom 7-JO a. ra, cwny Sunday 

Atr.Amaa 5:00 p.m. every StatdBy 

market prices 

UppCr/fowcr price in (Us per Ig. 

•Apple 850/500 

Banana 680 

Banana (Mukammar) 620 

600 / 400 

Cabbage...; ; 140/80 

Carrot 340/250 

Cauliflower ........... 28W 200 

Clemen ti ne 250 / 200 

Cucumbers (large) 130/90 

Cucumbers (small) 280/200 

fggJhn* ; .-. 250 7 200 

Gwlic - 900/600 

Grapes 550350 

Grape Fruit ■ 2UW150 

Guava 380/ 280 

If® 00 - .180/ 120' 

“"TOwIfcHBCl- 120/80 

Marrow (small) 250/200 

Mnlukhia 300 / 200 

Oliycstgroeii) sn«n 

Onion (dry) .. 240 / ifiO 

Pepper (bat) — 240/180 

Pepper (sweet) 200/ 160 

Potato — ' 400/300 

Tomato oq/60 

Spinach 30D7300 
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jerman education, science minister 
trrives for talks with officials 


MMAN (3.T.) — German 
ideral Minister of Education 
id Science Rainer Ortleb ar- 
red in Amman Tuesday for 
Iks on promoting education- 
, scientific and cultural coop- 
ation. 

The German embassy here 
id that Professor Ortleb will 
eet with Minister of Planning 
ad Fariz, the acting Minister 
Higher Education, Royal 
ientific Society (RSS) Presi- 
;nr Haiti Mulki, University of 
■rdaa President Fawzi Ghar- 
beh. Senator Najib A1 Rash- 
m and members of the found- 
g committee of the Centre 
r the Study of Freedom 
eraocra'cy' and Human 
'gbts. 

According .to an embassy 
firial, there are at least 3,000 
rdanian'students, the largest 
ch group from any Arab 
untry, currently studying at 
srman universities. 

Each year, said the official, 
srmany grants 18 to 20 scho- 
rships to graduates from 
rdanian universities to con- 
me their studies in Germany 
d offers short term visits to 
rdanian scientists and resear- 


chers to work at German re- 
search centres and laborator- 
ies. 

He said the scholarships .are 
offered through the German 
Fund for Academic Exchange 
Services (DAAD). 

In addition, students excell- 
ing in German language 
courses at the University of 
Jordan and Yarmouk Universi- 
ty are granted tours of German 
cultural centres. 

A pan from talks with Jorda- 
nian officials. Professor Ortieb 
plans to visit the RSS Mecha- 
nical Design and Engineering 
Department, which was par- 
tially set up with German aid in 
the late 1970s. 

He will also visit the Jordan 
Centre tor Veterinary Vac- 
cines at Yaiouz which was 
established with German fund- 
ing. 

Professor Ortleb's four-day 
visit will indude a trip to Petra, 
added the official. 

The German minister, who 
came to Jordan following a 
visit to Kuwait, received his 
doctorate in Technical Scien- 
ces from the University of Ros- * 
took in 1983. 



Ratter -OMleb 


He was the last chairman of 
the Liberal Democratic Party 
of Germany (LDPD) ' and the 
Federation of Free Democrats 
(BFD), and a member of the 


Volkska mmer in former East 
Germany. 

Professor Ortleb has served 
in his current ministerial post 
since 1991. 


King receives credentials 
)f 9 new foreign envoys 


iMMAN (Petra) — His 
fajesty King Hussein Tues- 
ay received the credentials 
f nine new ambassadors to 
3idan. The new envoys are 
ihmad Dastmalchian of 
■an, Peter Robert Hinchdif- 
: of the United Kingdom, A1 
Easheimi Qaddouri of Alger-' 
i, YJ. Dayananda of Sri 
anka, Ibrahim Kaba of 
iberia, Tishoma Toga Chan- 


ga of Ethiopia, Sultan Bajrir 
of Malaysia, Rafael Sinos of 
the Philippines and Muhtar 
Ould Mousa of Mauritania. 
Attending the ceremony, 
which was held at Ragbdan 
Palace, were Royal Court 
Chief Sharif Zeid Ben Shak- 
er, King Hussein's advisor 
Yanal Hlkmat and Minister 
of State for Foreign Affairs 
Talal Sataan A1 Hassan. 




Scholar sees PLO-Israel accord 
leading to a Palestinian state 

Crown Prince says Gaza- Jericho plan is first step 


AMMAN (Petra) — Saeed 
Najjar, President of A1 Nidaa 
A1 Jaddid Sodety in Egypt, 
Tuesday said that the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLOHsrael accord signed in 
Washington on Sept. 13 was a 
new beginning that would 
eventually lead to the crea- 
tion of a Palestinian state. 

Speaking at an Arab 
Thought Forum (ATT) meet- 
ing in Amman, which began 
Monday, Dr. Najjar said the 
dynamism of the peace pro- 
cess, together with the in- 
terests of the concerned par- 
ties, would speed up the con- 
clusion of a peace settlement 
along all the Israeli-Arab 
tracks. 

Should this happen it 
would result in a comprehen- 
sive peace that would require 
ending the Arab boycott of 
Israel, added Dr. Najjar in 
his working paper presented 
to the meeting. 

Following the termination 
of the boycott, there will be 
trade exchanges, but these 
would have to be conducted 
on equal terms and in accord- 
ance with the provisions of 
international laws governing 
such trade, and depend on 
the power of competitiveness 
of goods. Dr. Najjar said. 

Fears of Israeli hegemony 
or Jewish funds dominating 
the Arab economy as a result 
of free investments in the 
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His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
chairs the second and final day of an Arab 


Thought Forum meeting of Arab and 
Jordanian intellectuals and politicians (Pet- 
ra photo) 


region are groundless since 
the Israelis lack the capital to 
achieve this goal. Dr. Najjar 
maintained. 

Referring to future region- 
al economic cooperation, Dt. 
Najjar said it would follow 
the pattern of the free trade 
system applied In Europe, 
and there could be arrange- 
ments for a unified customs 
system similar to that cur- 
rently applied by the mem- 
bers of the European Com- 
munity (EC). 

But he said that many diffi- 
culties exist concerning a fu- 
ture free trade zone because 
of the disparity in economic 
development between Israel 
and many Arab countries. 

Such difficulties, he con- 
tinued, require that the first 
step be the development of 
Palestinian-Israeli economic 
relations, followed by de- 


velopment of economic links 
between Palestine and Jor- 
dan in a second stage. 

Commenting on Dr. Naj- 
jar’s papeT, His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan, 
who chaired the meeting, 
said the PLO-Israel accord 
, included the Gaza-Jericho- 
first plan, which means that 
there will be a second, third 
and fourth step in a gradual 
movement towards the 
achievement of a just and 
comprehensive peace. 

Prince Hassan said that 
financing of projects for de- 
velopment of the region 
should target the entire re- 
gion. 

Referring to Jordan's con- 
tributions, the Crown Prince 
said that by keeping the 
bridges open to the occupied 
West Bank since its occupa- 
tion in 1967, the Kingdom 


has made a major contribu- 
tion towards safeguarding the 
Arab character of Jerusalem, 
the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip. 

On ending the economic 
.boycott of Israel, he said that 
perhaps an objective discus- 
' sion of this issue could be the 
right approach towards a re- 
gional formula for economic 
cooperation. 

Prince Hassan said the 
boycott is a byproduct of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict, and af- 
ter the conflict has been set- 
tled the boycott rules will be 
dealt with accordingly. 

In a remark about the 
PLO-Israel accord. Prince 
Hassan said that political 
celebrations would not have 
any effect after a while, un- 
less the accord is translated 
into an objective and practic- 
al economic formula. 


ESCWA 

promotes 

statistical 

work 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Economic 
and Social Commission for 
Western Asia (ESCWA) Ex- 
ecutive Secretary Sabah Bak- 
jaji Tuesday, said that because 
■statistic^. j>Iay..a major role -in 
national,, regional and interna- 
tional development, ESCWA 
seeks to help its 13 member 
states in promoting data 
gathering and analysts to attain 
that goal. 

Addressing a fourth meeting 
in Amman by chiefs of statis- 
tical organs in the ESCWA 
region. Dr. Bakjaji said that 
more accurate statistics result 
in better plans and policies for 
development. 

This fourth meeting aims at 
achieving further cooperation 
and coordination in statistical 
programmes among the coun- 
tries of the region on the one 
hand, and between these coun- 
tries and the Statistical Divi- 
sion of ESCWA on the other, 
said Dr. Bakjaji at the opening 
session of the three-day parley. 

With a view to boosting the 
human resources involved in 
statistics, said Dr. Bakjaji, 
ESCWA plans training prog- 
rammes for its member states' 
personnel and sufficient fund- 
ing for such programmes. 

Referring to the previous 
three meetings. Dr. Bakjaji 
said that the work was vital to 
the Arab Nation. 

These meetings dealt with 
population and migrations, as 
well as with agricultural and 
environmental statistics and 
national accounts, and statis- 
tics related to women and 
households. 

ESCWA said in a statement 
Tuesday that the meeting will 
also review ESCWA’s statistic- 
al division programme for 1994 
and 1995. 


WHAT’S 

ON 

EXHIBITIONS 

"fr Exhibition of ceramics and 
coloured glass by artists 
Khalid Mahafzah and 
Basel Tarawneh at the 
Royal Cultural Centre. 

☆ Jerasb gems by Paula 
Williams-Brown and por- 
traits by Ahmad Ismail at 
the Gallery Hotel Jordan 
Inter- Continental (8:00 
ajK^ - 7 pja duly, except 
Friday). 

* AW exhibition by Iraqi 
artist MnkhaBad A1 Mnkb- 
tar entitled “Colours on 
Black Paper” at La Cas 
Exhibition Hall (5th Cir- 
cle). 

☆ Photo and painting exhibi- 
tion on environment at the 
U niv ersi ty of Jordan Ex- 
hibition H«H- 

☆ Art exhibition by artist 
Sabah Hadidi at the Orfafi 
Art Gallery (Tel. 826932). 

ik Art exhibition entitled 
“The Spirit of the Youth” 
by artist Muhammad A1 
Lahham at the Baladna Art 
Gaiety. 

☆ Art exhibdioo by artist 
Farooq Lambaz at the Alia 
Art Gallery. 

☆ The Petra Exhibition — a 
presentation of the activities 
of Jordanian and interna- 
tional institutions involved 
in archaeological, ethnog- 
raphic and environmental 
research in the Petra region 
at the Royal Cultural Cen- 
tre. 

-rir Art exhibition by artists 
Mahmoud Taha and Sal- 
man Abbas at Ab'aad Art 
Gallery. 

☆ Exhibition of etchings by 
Mohammad Omar Khalil at 
Darat Al Funnn of the 
Abdnl Hamid Shoman 
Fonndation in Jabal 
Luweibdeh. Also showing 
the permanent exhibition. 
Telephone 643251/2. 


UNRWA chief denies card replacements 
are linked to refugees ’ compensation 




By EBa NasraBah 

r dan Times Staff Reporter 

4MAN — UNRWA Affairs 
rector .in -Jordan Dennis 
3wn Tuesday denied that 
s process of replacing 
lestinian refugee registration 
■ds was connected to their 
bt to compensation accord- 
; to U.N. Resolution 194. 
UNRWA (the United Na- 
ns Relief and .Works Agen- 
) began issuing the new raids 
t January, said Mr. Brown 
,o explained that the new 
■ds contain the name of the 
ad of the family and the 
mber of dependents, in- 
nation that was not sped- 
d on the old cards. 

Mr. Brown, who was speak- 
l at an Amman Rotary Club 
xfteon at the Jordan Inter- 
ontinental Hotel,' said “the 
ue of compensation seems to 
in a frenzy m Jordan nowa-. 


days and my office has been 
inundated with requests to up- 
date records in order to receive 
compensation.” 

“As soon as the agency 
started replacing the cards, 
many refugees assumed that 
the new ranis, were connected 
to compensation, but that is 
completely untrue,” said Mr. 
Brown. 

According to the UNRWA 
director, many people even be- 
gan speculating on the amount 
of compensation. 

“Recent, completely un- 
founded rumours were that 
each family would receive 
$50,000, or that each indi- 
vidual would receive $10,000,” 
he said. 

“1 did a simple mathematical 
calculation and found that the. 
• amount of money needed to' 
compensate 1.8 million reg- 
istered refugees in Lebanon, 

. Syria and Jordan, based on 


\ 

those figures, would be be- 
tween $10 and 520 billion,” 
continued Mr. Brown. 

He said anyone who is aware 
of how difficult it was to secure 
the recent pledges by the 
donor nations in Washington 
for $2.5 billion in aid will 
quickly realise that such sums 
of money are unrealisable. 


Mr. 


n expl 
U.N. : 


to U.N. Resolution 
194 of December 1948, “re- 
fugees wishing to return to 
their homes and live in peace 
with' their neighbours should 
be pemutted to do so at the 
earliest practicable date, and 
that compensation should be 
paid for the property of those 
choosing not to return and for 
the loss or damage to property 
which, under principles of in- 
ternational law or in equity, 
should be made good by the 
governments or authorities re- 


sponsible.” 

He added that although 
there have been multilateral 
discussions on refugees held in 
Canada, Norway and Tunisia, 
these have not begun to define 
terms and numbers until more 
progress has been made on the 
bilateral track of the Middle 
East talks. 

“Since neither the right of 
return nor compensation has 
occurred, UNRWA has been 
and will continue to cany out 
its task of providing education, 
health and relief services to the 
expanding refugee population 
now numbering 2.8 million,” 
stressed Mr. Brown. 

Asked about those who are 
considered Palestinian re- 
fugees, Mr. Brown said that 
■according to the agency “re- 
fugees are Palestinians who 
had been resident in Palestine 
for two years preceding the 


1948 Arab-Israeli war and who 
had lost their homes, and 
livelihoods as a result of that 
war, and their descendants, 
who settled in Gaza, the West 
Bank, Jordan, Syria and Leba- 
non." 

He added that regardless of 
their place of residence, 
whether in refugee camps or in 
towns, and that they hold 
Jordanian passports, nothing 
changes their status as re- 


in a later remark, Mr. 
Brown dismissed reports that 
the agency was planning to 
terminate services noting that 
the refugees' annual growth by 
about 3.5 per cent calls for the 
expansion of services and more 
efforts to increase donor con- 
tributions. He said, he be- 
lieved it would take probably 
five years before matters be- 
come dear on a final settle- 


ment of the refugee problem. 

Asked about the agency's 
involvement in the ongoing 
peace process, Mr. Brown said 
that UNRWA has been taking 
part in the multilateral meeting 
on refugees in Tunisia and has 
recently been involved in ex- 
pandeq projects in the Gaza 
Strip, ahead of the imple- 
mentation of the Gaza -Jericho 
first plan. 

Mr. Brown said there are 
many difficult decisions ahead 
for the participants in the 
peace process, and in the end it 
will be impossible to please all 
the refugees. 

He said one ran only hope 
that for Jordan, which has 
“graciously hosted the largest 
group of refugees,” there will 
be a fair solution and not one 
leaving the Palestinian resi- 
dents reeling cheated and dis- 
appointed. 


MINISTRY OF PUBLIC WORKS' ft HOUSING 
GOVERNMENT TENDERS DIRECTORATE 



THE HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN 

Ministry of Public Works and Housing 
Government Tenders Directorate 

Invitation to contractors for pre-qualification • 
to construct Ras Al Naqab-Aqaba back road junction 
highway sections I & ■■ : — 

International- contractors specialised In.construction of 
roads and local contractors first class in the field of 
roads, are requested to contact the Government 
Tenders Directorate at the Ministry of Public Works and 
Housing, Amman, Jordan, to receive the pre- 
qualification forms and documents starting from Oct. 
30, 1993, in accordance with the following terms: 

1. Project Description 

The construction works are divided into two separate 
contract packages. 

Contract Package 1 

The work comprises the construction, completion 
and maintenance of approximately forty three (43) 
kms (14 kms 4-lanes and 29 kms 2-lanes) of primary 
highway between station 14+250 and station 
57+000. The highway traverses mountainous and 
roiling terrain and includes four bridges and one' 
pedestrian underpass, drainage structures, ear- 
thworks, bases, pavement and al! other miscel- 
laneous items. This section will be partially financed 
by IERD. 

Contract Package 2 

The work comprises the construction, completion 
and maintenance of approximately twenty eight (28) 
kms (1 7 kms 4-lanes and 1 1 kms 2-lanes) of primary 
highway between station 57+000 and station 
85+165.166. The highway traverses mountainous 
and rolling terrain, includes drainage structures, 
earthworks, bases, pavement and all other miscel- 
laneous items and widening and reconditioning of 
approximately twenty (20) kilometres of the old 
Aqaba Road for the purpose of providing a detour 
during construction. This section will be partially 
financed by EIB. 

2. Sources of Funding 

1. The government of the Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan has applied for loans from the Internation- 
al Bank for Reconstruction and Development, 
hereinafter referred to as the IBRD and the 
European Investment Bank, hereinafter referred 
to as EIB in various currencies towards the cost of 
the Third Transport Project and intends to apply a 
portion of the proceeds of these loans to eligible 
payments under the contracts for which this 
invitation for pre-qualification is issued. 

2. The Ministry of Public Works and Housing 
(MPWH), hereinafter the employer, intends to 
pre-qualify contractors for the following works 
under this project, Ras Al Naqab-Aqaba back 
road junction highway section I & II to be financed 
by IBRD & EIB in parallel. 

3. Pre-qualification Documents 

3.1 Interested eligible contractors may obtain the 
pre-qualification documents at the MPWH, the 
Government Tenders Directorate, P.O.Box 
1220, Amman, Jordan, Tel: 668481, Fax 606751, 

against a non-refundable fee of JD 100 (US$ 150). 

3.2 Submission of completed forms (in duplicate) 
shall be at the office of Government Tenders 
Directorate/Ministry of Public Works and Housing at 
1:30 p.m. Wednesday, December 15, 1993. 

International contractors are encouraged to associate 
or sub-contract with local contractors for the purpose 
of carrying out this work as knowledge about local 
condition, language and price is essential in carrying 
out the works. 

General Director 
Eng. Basheer Al Jaghbeer 
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Crisis over crises 

IN AN article that appeared in the New York 
Times on Oct. 24, U.S. representative David 
McCloskey called on Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher to resign for “damaging (Amer- 
ican) national interest” through his handling of 
“crises in the former Yugoslavia, Somalia, 
Russia and Haiti.” Representative McCloskey 
is not an outsider, he is a Democrat and a 
merioer of the House of Representatives Fore- 
ign Affairs Committee. However, the misman- 
agement of the U.S. foreign policy is not only a 
trait of the Democrats. Fact is they inherited 
most of what is at hand from the rival 
Republicans. And ever since the Americans 
blundered in Vietnam in the 1960s, then- 
foreign policy, and especially their intervention 
in hot spots around the world, seems to leave 
behind only more conflict and crisis. 

La Beirut in 1983, they came to make peace 
but left in disgrace. Ten years later, they are 
repeating the same mistake in the Horn of 
Africa. In between, there were Grenada, Pana- 
ma, Iraq, Angola, Afghanistan... etc. Not only 
do these blunders harm U.S. interests, they also 
harm all those who come in touch with them. 
The Kurds and the Shiites of Iraq, for example, 
were promised moral and material support if 
they revolted against the regime, but were left 
in the cold afterwards. 

One would expect the -Americans, the only 
superpower left on Stage after the demise of the 
b Soviet Union, to tjiink carefully- and dearly 
their post-cold war policies and base them on 
the ideals of their founding fathers, rather than 
stumble again and again like a clumsy giant. 

The case of Somalia is a good example. The 
American intervention was welcomed by most 
world nations, even traditional critics of the 
U.S. It was hoped that such an intervention 
would put an end to the internal feud and 
misery of thousands of starving people. But 
soon the Americans and fellow troops in the 
U.N. peacekeeping mission started to make 
mistakes and the intervention turned bloody. 
Now the Americans say they want out; internal 
strife and fighting will resume. 

Whether a replacement of the man who runs 
the U.S. foreign policy will improve the coun- 
try's conduct abroad, we do not know. What 
we sincerely think should be done is for the 
U.S. to put its foreign policy act together and 
show quality of leadership as people expect 
from the most powerful and influential nation 
on earth. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL DUSTOUR Tuesday said that the release of a limited 
number of Palestinian detainees was not enough to prove 
Israel’s good intention. Of course, the move was designed as 
part of Israel's drive towards confidence-building and towards 
creating opportune climate for peace, in accordance to the 
recent PLO-Israel accord, said the paper. But it said that 
although this is a positive step to be taken by the Israeli 
government, it could be interpreted as a move that would keep 
the Palestinians and the Israelis apart, especially as Israeli 
official statements accompanying the release of the detainees 
were not encouraging at ail. The PLO-Israel accord has left no 
excuse for Israel to keep holding the Palestinian detainees, 
particularly as the deal manifests the PLO’s open recognition 
of Israel and vice versa, which, the paper said, means that the 
Israelis recognise the rights of the Palestinian people. The 
paper said that delaying the release of all the other detainees 
was bound to create new problems for the Palestinian and 
Israeli negotiators and would serve as a new source of tension 
between the two sides that could again trigger violence. 
Therefore, said the daily, the release of 700 detainees should 
be considered as a very limited move towards building 
confidence between the Israelis and Palestinians, requiring 
immediate and follow up steps designed to pave the ground for 
a lasting solution and peace. 

A COLUMNIST in AI Dustour said that earthquakes, though 
unlikely to occur very often, should be given due attention and 
precautionary measure should be taken against them. We have 
lost a great deal in the past following the occurence of natural 
disasters, mainly because not much has been done in advance 
preparations to deal with the situation, said Mohammad 
Daoud. It must be said that the parties concerned with dealing 
with the consequences of earthquakes ought -to make prepara- 
tions for any eventuality ana train emergency teams in 
advance so us" to minimise loss of life, suggested the writer. It 
would not be useful to set up committees after the disaster has 
struck because precious time would be lost and people's live 
would be at slake, he added. The writer said that teams should 
be trained in evacuating threatened homes, ensuring safe 
plates for the evacuees and ample food and clothing or tents 
should be made available in advance. It is also useful to form 
popular teams and train them to assist the official Civil 
Dcfei-e teams in catering to the needs of the victims of 
earth nkes or any other natural disaster that might strike at 
any moment, suggested the writer, " 


A Muslim American doctor, Washington, DG 


and the U.S. health care debate 


By Dr. James Zogby 

The American political scene 
has come to be dominated by 
the issue of health care like no 
other issue in the past genera- 
tion. It has played an impor- 
tant role in U.S. politics for the 
past three years, and will for 
some time to come, but it is 
incredibly complex. 

Dr. Mohammad Akhtar, a 
Pakistani American, is one of 
the leading medical profession- 
als in the U.S. As commission- 
er of Public Health in 
Washington, DC, he has be- 
come an outspoken advocate 
in the American debate on 
health care. 

Dr. Akhtar came to his post 
in 1991 from a distinguished 
career in medicine. After re- 
ceiving his medical degree in 
Lahore, Pakistan in 1967, Dr. 
Akhtar came to the U.S. to 
finish his training. During the 
1970s and 80s, be held major 
posts in the health departments 
in the states of Michigan and 
Missouri. Then, in 1987, he 
returned to his native Pakistan 
as principal of the College of 
Community Medicine in La- 
hore and also as chairman of 
that institution's Department 
of Public Health and Hospital 
Administration. 

Dr. Akhtar returned to the 
U.S. in 1991 and was 
appointed by Washington's 
mayor to serve as commission- 
er of Public Health. In this 
capacity, he is responsible for 
safeguarding the health of the 
city's 650,000 residents, super- 
vising its 1,700 health care em- 
ployees and overseeing its 
budget of SI 56 million. 

Within a short period of 
time. Dr. Akhtar has made 
major innovations. He insti- 
tuted a comprehensive school 
health project which placed 
nurses in every school and pro- 
vided health services and 
education to the city's chil- 
dren. Dr. Akhtar also de- 
veloped a five-year AIDS plan, 
a city-wide immunisation cam- 
paign to inoculate Washing- 
ton's children against disease 
and has created mobile medic- 
al clinics to bring health care 


services to the poorest neigh- 
bourhoods in the area. 

Dr. Akhtar speaks pas-* 
sionately about the city of 
Washington (simply called 
“DC" by most of its residents, 
of which I am one). DC pro- 
vides a shocking case study in 
the health care crisis facing the 
U.S. 

Like most major U.S. cities, 
there are two Washingtons. An 
affluent white part of the city, 
with the best hospitals, best 
doctors and people wealthy 
enough to afford health care. 
The other Washington, more 
than 60 per cent of the city, is 
desperately poor, largely 
black, with pressing problems 
of unemployment, drug abuse, 
violence, and rampant teenage 
sex. 

The result of these wide- 
spread social problems is a 
devastating health care crisis. 
112,000 residents of the city 
(one-sixth of DC's total 
population) have no health in- 
surance. They therefore can- 
not afford health care and do 
not seek it unless they become 
severely ill. Then they go to 
the overcrowded emergency 
rooms of the city's hospitals for 
concentrated care which they 
cannot pay for. 

Another 100,000 DC resi- 
dents are on medicaid — the 
nation's limited health care 
programme. They do receive 
treatment, 50 per cent of which 
is paid by the DC government 
and 50 per cent of which is paid 
by the federal government. 
The annual medicaid bill for 
the DC government is over 
$300 million. After the running 
of the city itself, health care is 
the biggest industry in 
Washington. 

As a result of poverty, poor 
health care, baa diets, drug 
abuse and teenage sex, the 
health care problems of the 
city’s poor are overwhelming: 
high blood pressure, high rates 
of heart disease and cancer, 
the highest rate of death and 
injury through violence ip the 
country and a shockingly high 
level of infant mortality and 
babies born with serious de- 
fects. Infant mortality is a use- 


ful index of the quality of 
health care in a country. The 
U.S.'s rate of eight to nine 
deaths per 1,000 live births is 
good, but not in the top 10 
among the nations of the 
world. By comparison, the rate 
in DC is 20 deaths per 1,000 
live births. 

Dr. Akhtar notes that DC's 
problems are not unique. The 
health care crisis in New York, 
Chicago, Los Angeles and 
most major U.S. cities is very 
similar. 

But DCs problems are diffe- 
rent in one respect. All other 
cities with health care crises 
are in states where the state 
governments provide addition- 
al revenues to “assist the poorer 
and more challenged cities. 
While Atlanta, for example, is 
as hard-hit by health care prob- 
lems as is DC, Atlanta can be 
helped by the State of Georgia, 
which can provide revenues 
derived from taxing their cities' 
more wealthy suburbs. 

DC, by contrast, is a city 
without state authority, and so 
it cannot make its own policy 
or raise adquate taxes because 
the residents of its suburbs live 
in other states. And so the city 
government of Washington 
faces serious problems. 

Recently, Dr. Akhtar chal- 
lenged the nation by proposing 
a comprehensive health care 
reform in DC. Calling Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton's health care 
reform programme inadequate 
to meet Washington's needs, 
Dr. Akhtar proposed a more 
radical approach. 

The president's health care 
reform programme is based on 
what has been termed a “man- 
aged competition'' model. In 
proposing his reform program- 
me, the president was respond- 
ing to what many Americans 
are convinced is one of our 
nation's most pressing prob- 
lems. Consider the following: 

— 37,000,000 Americans do 
not have health insurance. 

— 22,000,000 Americans 
have only partial health insur- 
ance. 

— Every month 2,000,000 
more Americans lose their 
health insurance. 


— 14 per cent of the entire 
gross domestic product (GDP) 
of the U.S. goes to pay for 
health care. 

The president's goal in his 
reform programme was to re- 
duce costs and provide univer- 
sal coverage to all Americans. 
The “managed competition” 
approach creates large groups 
or buyers, so that instead of 
buying health insurance as a 
number of small groups, 
groups will be pooled together 
with the hoped-for result that 
costs will come down. In the 
president’s system, every 
American will receive a 
“health security card" and will 
be eligible to join one of the 
large groups buying health in- 
surance. And those who can't 
afford to pay the group's pre- 
mium will be provided with the 
support to do so. 

What Dr. Akhtar proposes 
for the city is what is called the 
“single-payer” model of health 
insurance. Using this 
approach. Dr. Akhtar prop- 
oses that rather than competi- 
tion, the government will cre- 
ate a single group insurance 
programme to which every 
citizen will belong. In this 
model, the government will 
take charge, regulate cost, 
guarantee service and reduce 
die 25 per cent administrative 
costs that are currently charged 
by the private insurance com- 
panies. 

Dr. Akhtar argues that by 
using the “single payer" mod- 
el, DC will ensure that every- 
one will have the same access 
to health care and costs for the 
overall system will be lower. 

While the president's plan 
does allow individual states 
(or, in this case, Washington, 
DC) to develop alternative 
models if they see fit. Dr. 
Akhtar's proposals generated 
significant press coverage dar- 
ing the past few weeks, putting 
him in the centre of foe na- 
tion's health care debate. 

' Dr. Akhtar praises President 
Clinton for having raised the 
issue of health care and for 
putting a proposal before Con- 
gress. He feels, however, that 
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Clinton’s foreign policy battles far from over 


By Donald M. Roth berg 

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — While a 
noisy debate rages on Capitol 
Hill, the Clinton administra- 
tion and key allies in Congress 
are quietly examining what 
went awiy m foreign policy and 
how to fix it. 

Growing unhappiness over 
how the administration has 
handled crises in Haiti, Soma- 
lia and Bosnia has led to public 
and private calls for the tfismis- 
sal of Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher and Defence 
Secretary Les Aspin. 

“It’s fair for the president to 
bring his secretary of state and 
his secretary of defence in and 
ask if they're really handling 
these situations in the best way 
possible,” said Sen. Patrick 
Leahy, Democrat from Ver- 
mont. 

“There has to be a thor- 
oughgoing reevaluation of 
policy.” said Rep. Lee Hamil- 
ton. Democrat from Indiana, 
chairman of the House Foreign 
Affairs Committee. “I don't 
know for a fact that's occurring 
but it would seem to me it’s 
likely." 

Mr. Leahy and Mr. Hamil- 
ton spoke at the end of an 
unusual sequence of events 
abroad and at home. A fire- 
fight in Somalia left 18 Amer- 
icans dead. Angry Haitians 
forced a U.S. ship to turn 
away. And into the leadership 
vacuum stepped Congress, 


tiled and willing to take on foe 
inexperienced president. 

In the end, the White House 
defeated efforts to tie Mr. 
Clinton's hands on military de- 
ployments. But last week's 
Senate votes were only a skir- 
mish in what promises to be a 
long war over the conduct of 
U.S. policy abroad. 

There are signs the adminis- 
tration realises more must be 
‘done to smooth out its hand- 
ling of foreign policy. “At the 
highest levels of the adminis- 
tration. there is an understand- 
ing that they need to look very 
critically at their team to see if 
it needs improvements,” said 
an administration official who 
insisted, on anonymity. 

Implied criticism of Mr. 
Christopher and Mr. Aspin 
from Mr. Leahy, a strong Clin- 
ton ally, undoubtedly weighs 
heavier with foe president than 
recent public attacks on the 
two cabinet members from 
Rep. Frank McCloskey, 
Democrat from Indiana, and 
Sens. Alfonse D'Amato, Re- 
jbtican from New York, and 
lank Brown, Republican from 
Colorado. 

Many friendly critics of the 
administration's foreign policy 
are also unhappy with Mr. 
Christopher and Mr. Aspin. 
While none is ready to join in 
public demands that they be 
fired, they are quietly suggest- 
ing to Mr. Clinton thathe is 
not being well served by his 


£ 


two most visible foreign policy 
advisers. 

The unease in Congress with 
the two cabinet officials crys- 
tallised shortly after the fire- 
fight in Somalia. 

Mr. Christopher and Mr. 
Aspin went to Capitol Hill and. 
briefed 200 members of the 
House and Senate. Their per- 
formance was criticised as 
muddled and meandering. 
Lawmakers who expected foe 
'two to spell out U.S. policy in 
Somalia were themselves 
asked what they thought it 
should be. 

Despite the attacks on Mr. 
Christopher and Mr. Aspin, 
the likelihood is that any 
changes will be structural — a 
shuffling of organisational slots 
rather than changes in the peo- 
ple who fill them. 

“The president is fully satis- 
fied with his foreign policy 
team," said White House Press 
Secretary Dee Dee Myers. 
“He has great confidence in 
them and I don’t expect to see 
any changes.” 

Members of Congress con- 
cerned with foreign poHcy are 
telling Mr. Clinton that if he 
wants to avoid a series of simi- 
lar confrontations, he must 
give foreign' policy more of his 
time. 

Mr. Hamilton said that when 
it comes to committing U.S. 
troops to places like Somalia or 
Haiti, “the president has to 
persuade a reluctant public to 
generate support." 


Sen. Joseph Biden of Dela- 
ware, the second-ranking 
Democrat on foe Foreign Re- 
lations Committee, said he 
doesn't blame Mr. Clinton's 
national security advisers for 
missteps on foreign policy as 
much as his political and 
domestic team. 

Mr. Biden said Mr. Clinton 
is restrained by domestic advis- 
ers who believe he can't afford 
to use political capital needed 
for such domestic issues as 
health care and foe economy. 

“If you don't see the presi- 
dent speaking out on this, then 
I think foe president’s foreign 
policy, no matter how well- 
conceived, is not likely to suc- 
ceed," said Mr. Biden. 
r Sen. Mitch McConnell of 
Kentucky, a Republican who 
opposed attempts to place 
limits on Mr. Clinton's ability 
to deploy U.S. forces, said he 
hopes foe recent foreign policy 
debate taught Mr. Clinton that 
“foreign policy comes with foe 
job. You have to be adequate- 
ly engaged." 

Haiti, Bosnia and Somalia 
are just this year's crises, said 
Mr. Leahy, chairman of the 
Appropriations Subcommittee 
on Foreign Operations. 

He said it's time for Con- 
gress and the administration 
“to sit down quietly and say we 
haven’t done a good enough 
job in foe past and the stakes 
are too big for the future to 
just do business as usual.” 


the President's plan “has com- 
promised too much” and. in 
any case, will not solve the 
desperate problems faced by 
the city of Washington. 

Both Dr. Akhtar’s proposal 
and that of foe president have 
come under attack from foe 
powerful medical and health 
insurance lobbies, together re- 
ferred to as the health care 


bis coHeagues who art immig- 
rants from other countries “Do 
not forget your native fends," 
be says, and he proposes a 
number of contributions they 
can make. First, they can send 
medical books, journals, and 
equipment hack to hospitals in 
their countries. He also sug- 
gests that they can return fora 
time to their native countries 


lobby. Tens of millions of do!- as he did to Pakistan to teach 
lars are being spent on televi- or provide care or folnte-for a 
si on advertising to defeat foe' short period of tune ami help 
president, and the lobby pre^ tteyo^for thejan- 


(which has also made tens of 
millions of (foliar in campaign 
contributions in recent years) 
is putting pressure on Congress 
to stop any reform. 

But Dr. Akhtar is'made of 
solid stuff and he seems ready 
to face foe challenge. It is 
important that this Muslim 
American is taking a lead- 
ership role. He is proud of his 
ethnic background and has 
played a leadership role among 
immigrant doctors in the U.S. 
For two years he served as the 
president of the American Col- 
lege of International Physi- 
cians. There are, as Dr. 
Akhtar says, 125,000 foreign- 
bom doctors in the U.S. — 
25,000 of whom are Muslim. 

He repents that he has faced 
discrimination in his fife, but 
says: “everyone who first com- 
es to this country faces it ...Ir- 
ish, Jews, Arabs, Italians. 
They were all first met with 
resistance.” The way this doc- 
tor dealt with foe problem was 
“not to cry, but to prepare 
myself, to compete, be the 
best, and make it!” 

Dr. Akhtar has advice for 


fession of medicine. 

Finally, he suggests that they 
should always look for ways, as 
he did, to synthesise the good 
in both countries’ systems — 
the. American system and their 
native system — so as to help 
bring the best of both together. 
In fact, many of Dr. Akhtar's 
most interesting innovations in 
DC health care have come as a 
result of applying lessons he 

E rned in Pakistan to the poor 
Washington. Promoting the 
: of nurse midwives, training 
older women to become 
nurses' aids and instituting 
what Dr. Akhtar terms “cul- 
turally sensitive” health care 
are ail ideas he imported from 
his experiences in- Pakistan. 

Mohammad Akhtar has 
already made a significant con- 
tribution to health care in the 
U.S: — and as foe debate over 
reform continues, his contribu- 
tion will only increase. 

The writer is president of the 
Washington-based Arab * 
American Institute. He contri- 
buted this article to foe Jordan 
Times. 


LETTERS 


One for half 


To the Editor: 


The bad news is that none of the three women candidates who 
are vying for the parliamentary seats has a real chance of 
winning, I heard a trustworthy observer affirm. According to 
this person, the fact that foe number of women who run for 
elections now has shrunk compared to last time from 12 to 
three is a strong indication that realism has finally prevailed 
over ideahsn. Women rights advocates, take note! 

The good* *news, though, lies "in the foci that those forte 
. candidates, representing half of foe country's population, have . 
f» xri&tix) to rim against tdl odds, if is a dear agn of foeirHbqfal 
- audacity/ and rare -courage. It afib sends ^ message of de$p 
significance to whoever is con&Fned. 

This phenomenon can be looked at from three andes: 

1. The woman in our society is living her golden age. Thanks 
to foe man's guardianship, be he a husband, a father or a 
brother, the woman is a citizen who enjoys total autonomy as 
for as her civil, social and political rights are concerned. 
Therefore, there is no need for foe woman to speak - out, ot for 
any other woman to speak for her or defend her, etc. 

2. Women do not tolerate or sympathise with other women. 
In other words, a woman does not trust foe leadership of 
another woman (if there were such a leadership or a platform 
for it). The women did not vote for women last time, and they 
mil not do it this time either! 

So if one or more women candidates could make it to the 
Chamber of Deputies this time (still a very slim chance), it will 
be so due to the men’s votes and not foe trust of other women. 
The reason is simple: men can choose their candidates, but 
women’s votes are sanctioned 'by their own obligations 
towards their husbands, fathers and brothers. 

3. The woman is playing her soda! and educational role at 
its best through the family, which constitutes her main link to 
the broader society. Therefore, there cannot bc a direct and 
practical rapport between, let us say, a married woman and 
public life. 

A woman’s natural place is at home, where she takes care of 
kids and attends to the domestic needs of the household? 

Surprises may arise and predictions might prove untrue, and 
there are some people who would like to bet on that. But if 
one of these women candidates win the race, it will prove, 
among other things, that perseverance can pay off and that the 
word despair exists in the minds of foe weak only. 

It will be an owesome historic scene to- see a woman, 
elected, sitting under the dome of the House, amidst 79 
equally elected men. That should make a lot of women rights 
advocates happy. Because half of the whole population of 
Jordan will be legally represented by this one deputy. The 
other half of the society will have needed the rest of the seats 
to be able to present its views. 

S alim Ayorib, 
Amman. 

Deadly custom 

To the Editor: 

Oiain smokers or heavy smokers are men or women who have 
failed to discipline their desires. An individual with undisci- 
plined desires is a liability to his family and a risk to his 
environment and society. 

Medical and insurance statistics reveal that mortality from 
heart diseases, cancer, stomach ulcers, pneumonia and other 
major diseases among chain smokers is double the rate among 
non-smokers. Dr. Raymond Peari of Johns Hopkins Universe 
oMongerity « Smoking ,s assoc ’ ated with definite impairment 

But the most annoying problem facing us today is' the 
increasing number of road traffic accidents. This momentous 

T be so ! vk ? or at least reduced to a minimum 
overnight if our authorities apply stricter measures regarding 
the health of our drivers using the roads. A simple testfo 
measure the nicotine in the blood vessels of our licensed 
drivers will disdose and differentiate non-smokers from light 
smokers, from heavy smokers. Edison said: 'Cigarette smok- 
mg has a violent reaction on foe nerve centres!producmg a 
degeneration of the cells of the brain. This degkneratfolf is 

m C r l " k° < S2. who ?" okes work in mylaboratories." 

^ u* ££££? t0 “ old 0M M 

George N. Saig, 

Amman 

J^*rt°omes legend contnlmrioni&tmits 
readers on any subject they wish to tackle. Letters intended 

and preferably address as well. Names can bc xvitMiekfCdlr 
^oon^rttt and under special circumstances. i 

newspaper is not rcsponsitS^Wr 
return of unused manuscripts. **«»«*« jot* 
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'Smppeh and tidbit* ^rom eLction 93 

Misguided speeches, guided allegiances in the election districts 


The 1993' elections cam- 
paign, serious as it 
appears , is not devoid of a 
light — • sometimes funny 
— side. There are tidbits 
about news, views and 
comments about the cam- 
paign that will appear 
(hopefully) every day in 
this comer un til it is all 
over on Nov. 8. Humour 
is intended in the column, 
in no way libel. 

SOME CANDIDATES 
have found a trove they 
treasure and plan to use 
against the government. It 
is kept under lock and key 
until they will get the 
opportunity to reveal all in 
a press conference some- 
time this week. They 
claim that the government 
wants to rig the Nov. 8 
elections but was foolish 


enough to leave tracks be- 
hind. 'The candidates 
claim that'the government 
purposely allowed for the 
duplication of names in its 
lists of voters so that some 
of them would be able to 
cast their votes more than 
once. These people, the 
candidates claim, would 
cast their votes in favour 
of the candidates the gov- 
ernment wants. The mis- 
take the government 
made, the candidates add. 
is to give the later the 
computer discs which car- 
ry the list .of voters and so 
enable them to reveal the 
attempt. The catch in this 
whole story is that the 
minister .of interior, 
Salameh Hammad, had 
already announced weeks 
ago that the computer lists 
do include about 70,000 



Ibrahim K3ani 

duplicate names and that 
they had been spotted and 
will not appear on the day 
of the elections. (Actually 
it is reported that the 
Ministry of Interior has 
been able to find one 
woman whose name 
appeared 21 times in the 
seven districts of Am- 
man). But our candidates 
who are too busy making 


the news apparently have 
not been reading it. 

THIRD DISTRICT of 
Amman candidate Ibra- 
him Zeid Keilani, criti- 
cised “bourgeois dress 
modes and lifestyles” in a 
debate of the five candi- 
dates running for that dis- 
trict, organised Monday 
evening at the Phi- 
ladelphia Hotel. The irony 
of his message to the audi- 
ence of about 1,500 is that 
they were actually the 
bourgeoisie that be was 
criticising. These people 
did not attend out of shear 
interest, they only arrived 
at the hotel after receiving 
printed invitations and 
assurances that this is a 
private and elitist con- 
gregation. They repre- 
sented the money makers 


of the capital and most 
arrived with their wives 
and daughters who 
adhered to the dress mod- 
es and lifestyles he was 
lashing out at. 

AS IF to support the gov- 
ernment’s- argument that 
public rallies should be 
banned because they en- 
danger the safety of the 
citizens, a rally held in the 
Fust District of Amman 
did cause injury to at least 
two people. Ali Faqir, 
who m this comer was 
named as one of the only 
candidates permitted to 
hold a pub be rally, met 
trouble in his first such 
meeting this week. While 
delivering bis speech to his 
.voters, another candidate 
and bis people apparently 
'interfered to argue with 
him which encouraged Fa- 


qir ’s family members to 
fight it out with the other 
candidate’s team. Hie end 
result was a few broken 
chairs and the quick mov- 
ing of Faqir’s son and 
nephew to hospital. 

AN INTERESTING new 
development in advertise- 
ments published in local 
newspapers over the past 
week is that in their 
majority they have be- 
come ads denying support 
to candidates rattier than 
giving support. While two 
weeks ago candidates took 
to publishing the names of 
those who support them, 
their supporters are now 
publishing ads saying that 
they never committed 
themselves to voting for 
this or that candidate. 


Jordanian leftists find themselves in a corner 


(Continued from page 1) 


mergers and unity among 
parties that share similar poli- 
tical ideas. 

So far, some parties have 
forged tactical alliances in. 
some electoral districts in 
support of the strongest 
candidates that each party 
has, but there are no indica- 
tions of genuine mergers. 
The only exception is the 
declared alliance between the 
leftist Democratic Jordan 
People's Party and the Jorda- 
nian Democratic Popular 
Party. 

The alliance, which pro- 
duced the Progressive List of 
candidates, is the first of its 
kind since the mid-fifties, 
when the National Front was 
formed by leftist nationalists 
to contest the elections and to 
unify the opposition. 

But most of the left re- 
mains split. The government 
ban on election rallies has 
dealt a serious blow to the 
leftists and pan-Arabists who 
cannot compete with the awfc 
servatives* ability to orchis; 
date well-financed electron 
campaigns in the press and 
host large luncheons for their 
supporters. 

In the view of many activ- 
ists, the voting system and 
the ban on the rallies have 
deprived parties of the 
chance of adequately contest- 
ing the country’s first multi- 
party elections since 1956 and 
of an opportunity to increase 
the level of organised popular 
participation. 

Senior officials in leftist 
parties, conceed that the par- 
ties have not been able to 
wide their membership partly 
because of the “phobia of 
organised political work” 
that has its roots in the pre- 
democratisation era when 
members of political parties 
were persecuted. 

The current election cam- 
paign has revealed that four 
years of liberalisation have 
not yet succeeded in totally 
breaking “the barrier of fear" 
that resulted from decades of 
banning organised political 
activities, many activists and 
analysts maintain. 

One problem that faces 
“the historical opposition” is 
that it is still viewed and, 
sometimes even treated, by 
some government depart- 
ments as “foes of the sys- 
tem.” 

According to a study by 
Hani Hourani of the New 
Jordan Research Centre, 
both the government and the 
political parties have to clar- 
ify to the public that parties 
are no longer outside the 
political system. 

"There is a persistent prob- 
lem of viewing any opposi- 
tion to the government- 
executive authority and the 
political system (in a negative 
way),” Mr. Hourani said in a 


paper presented to a seminar 
on "Civic society after four 
years of - liberalisation pro- 
cess," held at the Centre for 
Middle Eastern studies last 
week. 

The problem partly eman- 
ates from decades of clandes- 
tine work when many parties 
did not themselveS differenti- 
ate fietween opposition to the 
system and opposition to. the 
government. 

But activists in these par- 
ties, which attained legal sta- 
tus in the last two years, say 
that some government de- 
partments cannot yet under- 
stand that opposition to cer- 
tain policies is not rejection 
of the system itself. - 

During the eighties, most 
of the opposition had under- 
gone a fundamental change, 
as their programmes and 
practices reflected a gradual 
de facto acceptance to work 
under the umbrella of the 
system and a move away 
Jfeom policies that implied de- : 
mands for overthrowing the • 
government, a position im- 
plied in their literature by the 
reference to the need of "set- 
ting up a nationalist Jorda- 
nian authority.” 

This shift was accelerated 
after the liberalisation pro- 
cess began and culminated 
with the opposition's approv- 
al of the National Charter in 
1990. By approving the char- 
ter, they practically and for- 
mally agreed to . work within 
the political system in return 
for building a pluralistic soci- 
ety. 

•The National Charter con- 
stituted a historic turning 
point that incorporated the 
opposition into the system 
which in its turn legitimised 
their role in the political life 
of the country. 

In practice, however, 
according to .activists and 
analysts, the delay in the 
legalisation of parties, and 
lifting of martial laws did not 
give the parties the chance to 
overcome the barriers the 
long years of clandestine acti- 
vities produced. Some leftists 
contend that local govern- 
ment .officials have been in- 
terfering in tiie campaigns of 
their candidates and they are 
considering sending a memo 
to the minister of interior, in 
the name of the number of 
leftist parties, to protest 
“against official interfer- 
ence.” Furthermore, leftist 
and pan-Arabist parties, 
complain that they are denied 
access to air their views in the 
government-controlled 
media. The local Arabic 
newspapers, except for' the 
tabloids, are not publishing 
their statements, they say. 

The perceived de facto 
curbs on political expression 
were strongly felt after the 
signing of the Israeli-PLO 


accord and the Jordan ian- 
IsraeH agenda, which the lef- 
tist and pan-Arab parties 
oppose. - 

The opposition to the 
Israeli-PLO accord, and the 
ujordanian-lsraeli agenda, as 
well as fears that the elections 
will strengthen the tradi- 
tionalists and tribal leaders 
seem to be bringing the lef- 
tists closer to the Islamists in 
spite of the historical com- 
petition between them. 

These shared concerns by 
the leftists and the Islamists 
. are. unlikely to be reflected 
on the elections, but could be 
a prelude to joint political 
positions on political issues 
and against the alleged “offi- 
cial interference.” in the elec- 
tions that both trends have 
complained against. 

Even if the leftists, pan- 
Arabists- and Islamists were 
drawn together by common 
political positions and feel- 
ings that they "are being 
targetted," the first two 
groups will still have to pre- 
vent being marginalised by 
the conservative parties and 
the Islamists. 



Foreign military atlarhrs, some accompanied by 
their spouses, Tuesday visited the Jordan Tiroes 
and were briefed by editor George Hawaimeh 


(front 'row, second from right) on the policies 
and pro cedu res of the newsp ap er (Staff photo by 
Aynriey Floyd) 


Liberals sweep Canadian polls 


(Coothaned from page 1) 
so vast that it could not be 
attributed to any miscue. In 
the east, they were blown out 
of die picture by Liberals; in 
the west their seats went to 
Reform, a party more rightist 
than the Conservatives that 
preached deficit elimination to 
taxpayers fed up with- govern- 
ment waste. The Bloc Quebe- 
cers, which seeks independ- 
ence for Canada’s only French- 
majority province, grabbed 
their electorate in Quebec. 

When the campaign began 
47 days ago, Ms. Campbell 
came out of -the blocks quickly 
with high popularity ratings. 
But sfe stumbled and then 
ground to' a halt under the 
weight of Mr. Mulroney’s dfe- 


astrous economic legacy and 
the worst-run campaign in re- 
cent history. 

Ms. Campbell, who made 
news in June she became 
Canada’s first female prime 
minister, was even ousted in 
her own Vancouver district. 

“Success was not ours 
tonight.” she admitted, but 
added, “Our Time in the sun 
will come a^in.” 

The Liberals Tuesday prom- 
ised to boost economic growth 
and mend the fraying ties of 
Canadian unity. 

Officials said a transition 
could take up to two weeks, 
during which time the Liberals 
will flesh out their economic 
platform and face -a radically 
different -political landscape. 


World needs ‘peace education’ 


(Continued from page 1) . 

' He warned of illiteracy as a 
real obstacle to human de- 
velopment and human interac- 
tion. 

Dr. Majali advocated a new 
world order based on mutual 
interests as the only means for 
breaking into the cycle of 
threats to human life, including 
poverty, environmental de- 
terioration and illiteracy. 

He said that statistics from 


various United Nations Orga- 
nisations provide evidence that 
the world is no longer able to 
provide the basic human needs 
and that more than one billion 
people are still living under 
poverty line, in addition to the 
millions of children who are 
starving to death, at a time 
when it allocates more than 20 
per cent of the national gross 
product to wars and arms of 
destruction. 


Parties want ‘deadline’ extended 


(Continued from page 

Arranged in alphabetical 
order on a first-name basis, a 
voter could spend 10 to 30 
minutes scanning the lists for 
his/her name. When found, the 
voter can head to the assigned 
box to collect the card. 

If the name is not found on 
the lists, the voter can search 
for the number of the box at 


1) 


the computer terminal. "Only 
if voters cannot find their 
.names on the lists, they can ask 
us for a computer search, 
otherwise, the crowds would 
be too much to handle,” 
Mohammad Khatib, a Ministry 
of Interior official at the 
Rashid centre. 

“I don’t, know where to 
start,” said Mustafa Tar khan , 
a pick-up driver in his fifties 
who was looking for his wife’s 
name. "This is ail wasted 
effort. It is easier for me to just 
give up and forget about vot- 
ing,” Mr. Tarkhan said. 

One of the card distributors, 
looking at the Tarkhan family 
book, which gave Rashid 1 as 


the concerned centre, advised 
him to bead to Abdul Hamid 
Sharaf School, a First District 
centre. 

“I will go and try my luck 
there," said Mr. Tarkhan. 

Waleed Aziz, a returnee 
from Kuwait said he found his 
name but was unable to find 
that of his wife. “There is a lot 
of mix-up, I could not even 
find the number of the box.” 
Mr. Aziz said that he was 
determined to collect all his 
family’s cards, “because we 
want to exercise our right to 
vote.” 

One hour before the centre 
was to dose for the day (which 
is 5:00 p.ra.) the number of 
cards collected was 14,735. 
“This is almost one third of the 
total (32,000) and the turnout 
is not as it should be," Mr. 
Khatib said, adding, however, 
that he expected the process to 
pick up in the coming two 
days, because "people tend to 
leave things till the last mi- 
nute.” 


PLO presses Israel to free all detainees 

'(Continued from page 1) 

Tuesday began talking about 
their concepts of security and 
transfer of authority. 


9,500. 

Dr. Shaath said the two sides 
were “getting into the real 


business Tuesday, discussing 
security and the transfer of 
■authority. But he added: “We 
have a long way to gp. 

“We are ready to go on to 
produce the results we have 
promised.” 

The Palestinian negotiators 
have been keeping attention 
focused on the prisoners re- 
leases to show mat the PLO 
represents all Palestinians and 
can deliver for them. 

“We are trying to make 
peace between Palestinians 
and Israelis — not between 
Israel and. a faction . of the 
PLO. If peace has a broader 
base.it will have wider sup- 
port,” said delegate Abu Ziad. 

Meanwhile, Israeli and 
Palestinian negotiators on 


An Israeli official cited as an 
example the question of 
whether the army would be in 
charge only of the places where 
Jewish settlers five, or also 
nearby fields and factories. 

Under the Israel-PLO 
accord, the army would com- 
plete its withdrawal from Gara 
and the Jericho area in mid- 
April. The size of the Jericho 
area has to be negotiated in 
Taba. 

Dr. Shaath said that auton- 
omy should cover the entire 
Jericho region, an area almost 
as big as. the Gaza Strip. . 

Israel, however, says it will 
only band over Jericho and its 
immediate surroundings, an 
area 11 times smaller than that 
sought by the Palestinians. 



ARAB WOMEN GRADUATES CLUB 
QUIZ DINNER NIGHT 


< * 
SP* c> 






wv 



PRIZES 

PRIZES 

PRIZES 


For an enjoyable evening of good food and lots more 
questions get your ticket at the Orthodox Club or call 
661026 (Nanice) & 644267 (Mona). Tickets are JD 10. 


AGRICULTURE RESEARCH ASSISTANT REQUIRED 

FOR SIX MONTHS ONLY _ 

To assist in collecting data for historic review of 
the allocation and expenditure of funds for ali 
agricultural research in Jordan, other countries in 
the region and internationally. Include relationship 
to GNP, agricultural production, etc. Detailing the 
source and amounts of these funds, eg. govern- 
ment, private sector, special taxes or contribu- 
tions specifically allocated for agricultural re- 
search, donor ^grants and loans etc. Also assist in 
preparing detailed report of allocation and ex- 
penditure of funds for ail agricultural research, as 
above. 

QUALIFICATIONS: 

A mirrimum of B.Sc. degree in agriculture field with 
excellent command of English and Arabic lan- 
guages and use of computer and typing skills. 
Interested candidates with the above required 
qualifications may apply in writing by submitting a 
recent biographical data in English to the Chief of 
the Technical Assistance and Services Office 
(TASO) at: 

National Centre lor Agricultural Research ft Technology Tranler 
National Agricultural Development Project/TASO 
Baq’a - Jordan 

Telephone: 725411/2 Fte 579677 

Applications mst be delivered by tend by MiM.hours ol Ngvsmbef 7, 1993. 
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HOTEL 

INTER-CONTINENTAL 

JORDAN 





< l£nder the iSolrtmge of C^S r CxGijeslp (Slumi &CoorAl ($6ussein 


the GLmbossp of s&talp 

in cooperation with the Hotel Intercontinental Jordan 

is proud to present 





PIAZZA ITALIA 


% - ^ ' A week of elegance, fashion, art St culture 

f* sponsored by El Zay - GFT & Alitalia 

and co-sponsored by Abu Shakra Trading, Le Fume, Scarpa, Venefir & Campanile. 

• - Fashion shows by El Zay - GFT (manufacturer for leading international firms like: - - 

Armani Valentino, Ungaro, Dior, Fenraud & Montana) and by Venefir, displays of garments, apparel, perfumes 
and of items font of the cooperation with the salt HandicrafiTraining centre; piano recital by Maestro Alberto Pomeranz; 

opera recital by baritone Mario Boccardo accompanied by Pianist Barbara Cattabiani;. permanent exhibition of works 
" .‘v by the Italian Artist Lorenzo Fbnda and other events lavishly accompanied by different gourmet dinners : 

\\ prepared by Chef Celeste Tonon, especially flown in from Venice. 

The atmosphere will be that of a typical Italian square 

PIAZZA ITALIA 

For detailed information & ticket reservation for these exclusive proposals, please contact 
HOTEL INTERCONTINENTAL JORDAN, Tel 641361, ext 2103/4 

. w \PwauL aillkoffeuAtallu ehhiiBddkiiieCottizmri^ / Quiudlome^fleJLiiiiii^ouaJaiiM ~ 
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^ficononiy^^ — wmm ^ ib(b ^ 

Israel’s ’94 budget does not take 
account of effects of peace accord 


m AVIV. (AFP) - wi 

wUreduce k bud S et deficit to 

°f gross national 

th?*** in 1994 under 

the drafr budget presented 

Tuesday, which did not allow 
tor the meets of a peace agree- 
ment With the Palestine Li- 
be 2!*’ n OiSMiisto, (PLO). 

*§* oudget would total 
543a bfllion and the deficit 
would be $2.6 billion repre- 
^mg three per cent of GNP 
Cft n pared with a deficit of 3.2 
■Pef cent this year, Finance 
'Minister Avraham Shobat 
said. 

The budget did not take 
acooiint.of the economic and 
financial effects of the granting 

of autonomy to Palestinians in 
the Gaza Strip and in Jericho. 
The budget is subject to debate 


and amendme" 1 

“eficit ofVf 

SI 6 billion and by the 
JSn/ of loans backed by the 
government to raise $0.6 

^Sne third of the budget, or 
ci4 5 billion, would be used to 
service the debt. Mlrtwy «' 
wnditure accounted for 
billion or 17.4 per «nt of- 
expenditure compared with 18 
per cent this year. 

With the inclusion or annual 
U.S. military aid, military ex- 
penditure would be ».7 bil- 
lion. It was estimated that the 
cost of maintaining the army in 
the occupied territories in 1994 


would have been $200 million. 

The mam foens of the 
budget next year has been put 
on education, fbf which the 
budget has been increased by a 
quarter to $33 bfllion. - 

Investment in infrastructure, 
mainly in the form of roads, 
W( ™ d be increased by $170 
million. 

The government said that it 
intended to reduce the burden 
of taxation. A change in the 
calculation of taxation bands 
would increase the disposable 
incomes- of Israelis by 1.5 per 
cent. 

The rate of tax applied to 
companies would be reduced 
by one percentage point to 38 
per cent, and would be re- 
duced by one point per year 


until 1996. 

The budget made allowance 
for the arrrval of 100,000 im- 
migrants most of whom would 
come from die former Soviet 
Union. This year Israel expects 
to accept about 70,000 immig- 
rants. 

The budget for the integra- 
tion of immigrants next year 
was set at $3.8 billion. 

The treasury forecast that 
inflation would fell to eight per 
cent next year from 10.5 per 
cent this year. The economy 
would grow by 5.2 per cent 
compared with expected 
growth this year of 3.5 per 
cent. The rate of unemploy- 
ment would fell to 9.4 per cent 
from 10.2 per cent of the work- 
force. 


Yemen crisis strains riyal Japan 


- ADEN. Yemen (R> — TJ? 

riyal has slumped and prices 

risen because *!** woret F: 
rical crisis io hit ^ emen since 
the north and south merged 
three ye aB ^-5"™« d 


uutw ycuiJ “D" . , T vwuiKivuww , 

political sources said Tuesday. sources said. 

The riyal has dropped! from ^People fear matters are get- 

41 to the dollar to 58 on rue ting out of hand. Also there is 
free market since a dispute q 0 supervision by tfje govem- 
broke out between uie no - • ment ^ exchange rates,” 
era president and southern one res j| ( j ent g^. 

^ftesSe^f^AIi Abdullah A 50- kilogramme bag of 
Saleh and Vice President AE flour has gone up by 100 rivals 

Sakm Al Baidh engineered a to 1,300 nyals and a 45-kiIog- 

relativelv trouble-free meiger ramme bag of rice by 10 riyals 
of conservative North Yemen to 230 riyals 
and Marxist South Yemen in The Apnl elections, Ye- 
May 1990- men's first democratic poll, 

Differences began. to emerge had raised economic expecta- 
after Preside?! .Saleh tions In one of the region's 


broadened his ruling coalition 
with Mr. Baidh's Yemen 
Socialist .Party to bring in the 
Islamist Islah Party after 
general' elections in April. 

This has shaken confidence, 
the sources said. 

‘‘People fear matters are get- 


one resident said. 

A 50-kilogramme bag of 


poorest states and the riyals 
rate initially improved. 

It has been declining steadily 
since the dispute started, 
although the rate for official 
transactions remains at 12 to 
the dollar. 

Economists blame a com- 
bination of government ex- 
travagance, political chaos, 
shortage of foreign aid, and . 
lack of long-term planning. 

The problems were largely 


au-Kiiogramme nag oi me problems were largely 
flour has gone up by 100 riyals triggered by the halt of Gulf 
to 1,300 nyals and a 45-kilog- , Arab aid when Yemen 


ramme bag of rice by 10 riyals 
to 230 riyals 

The April elections, Ye- 
men's first democratic poll, 
had raised economic expecta- 
tions in one of the region's 


appeared to side with Iraq in 
me 1990-91 Gulf crisis. One 
million Yemeni workers who 
used to send home $1.4 billion 
a year were expelled from tbe 
Gulf. 


Russia gets ready for 
private land ownership 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian 
officials Tuesday announced a 
pilot project to divide up big 
state-owned forms, paving the 
way for private land ownership 
in the biggest country in the 
world. 

“The decisions... are closely 


linked with the whole philoso- 
phy of private ownership in 
Ruussia,” First Deputy Prime 
Minister Yegor Gaidar told a 
news conference announcing 
the plan. “We will introduce a 
normal system of land own- 
ership.” 


Amra Forum Hotel celebrates 
10th anniversary 

ON the occasion of its 10th anniversary, the “Amra Forum 
Hotel" celebrated by hosting a large cocktail reception, 
inviting to it the government, officials businessmen, and 
diplomatis. 

Mohammad Saleh Horani the director general of the Social 
Security Corporation, Raymond Khalifeh, the executive Vice- 
President and Ali Beisha. the regional director of operations 
Forum Hotels Jordna and general manager of the Amra 
Forum Hotel, hosted the celebration. The Amra Forum 
Hotel, the largest project in the tourist investment of the 
Social Security Corporation, has been managed since its 
opening by Forum Hotels International, a division of the 
Intercontinental Hotels Group. The occasion coincides with a 
total renovation and enhancement programme of tbe hotel, 
where, far, 168 of the 274 rooms and suites have been 
completed along with the restaurant and the ball-room. Plans 
are underway fora Moroccan restaumat on the roof-top, an 
indoor swimming pool, and a discotheque, all in preparation 
for the the expected boom in the tourist industry. 


Fanners at six collective 
forms near Nizhny Novgorod, 
an industrial trading city some 
500 kilometres east of Mos- 
cow, will be the guinea pigs in 
the project., swapping special 
land and property certificates 
for land, buildings and equip- 
ment. 

• “We <*re not just talking 
about one agrarian policy in 
Nizhny Novgorod ana another 
in the rest of Russia,” Mr. 
Gaidar said. “We are working 
out a national agrarian reform 
programme which will be com- 
mon to all the regions of 
Ruussia.” 

Nizhny Novgorod, known as 
Gorky during the Soviet era 
and closed to foreigners be- 
cause of its big military factor- 
ies, has pioneered several re- 
forms, helped hy economist 
Grigory Yavlinsky and the In- 
ternational Finance Corpora- 
tion (EFC). 

Led by young, reformist loc- 
al governor Boris Nemtsov, 
the region was the first in 
Ruussia to auction off small 
'shops and firms. 


to open 

building 

market 

TOKYO (R) — Japan bowed 
to U.S. pressure Tuesday and 
agreed to open its construction 
market to foreign firms as part 
of an overhaul of its scandal- 
ridden bidding system for pub- 
lic works projects. 

Just days before » Nov. 1 
deadline for U.S. retaliation, 
the government announced 
plans to introduce an open 
bidding system for large gov- 
ernment or semi-government 
projects. 

“We strongly hope that the 
United States will avoid impos- 
ing any sanctions,” top govern- 
ment spokesman Masayoshi 
Take m ura said after announcing 
Tokyo's new plan. 

Prune Minister M i orihiro 
Hosokawa vowed to ‘deliver 
positive results. 

“This is a morality problem 
involving politicians and the 
industry... we’re going to 
change the system and show 
concrete results,” he told re- 
porters. ■ 

Washington had threatened 
to curb 'Japanese participation 
in U.S. public works projects 
unless . Tokyo agreed to open 
tenders for all its public pro- 
jects by Nov. 1." 

While U.S. embassy officials 
in Tokyo declined to say 
■vhether the proposal would 
-atisfy Washington, a construc- 
tion ministry official said he 
expected approval. 

“We are negotiating with the 
United States through both 
official and unofficial diploma- 
tic channels... we believe 
(Washington) will rank highly 
our proposal,”- he said. 

Spokesman Takemura said 
Japan's proposed action prog- 
ramme on public works pro- 
jects still required fine-tuning. 


Iraqi dinar 

falls to 100 
per dollar 

BAGHDAD (R) — The Iraqi 
dinar slumped to a historic low 
against the U.S. dollar Tues- 
day, crossing tbe 100-to-the- 
dollar threshold for the first 
time. 

It traded at 105 to the dollar 
on Baghdad's thriving black 
market, down from a previous 
low of 95 in May. 

The official exchange rate, 
unchanged from before the 
Gulf crisis and now little used, 
values the dinar at $3.20, more 
than 330 times what it fetches 
on the street. 

Baghdad traders said the di- 
nar was continuing to M be- 
cause there was no sign the 
United Nations would lift or 
ease the trade embargo it im- 
posed when Iraq invaded 
Kuwait in 1990. 

When the dinar hit 95. the 
government reacted by closing 
die borders and withdrawing 
from circulation premium- 
priced banknotes printed 
abroad before the Gulf crisis. 
It refused to honour old bank- 
notes held abroad by specula- 
tors. 

But Baghdad traders said 
- they expected no drastic mea- 
sures from the government to 
support the dinar this time. “It 
has little means left at its dis- 
posal,” said one. 

As the dinar fells, basic com- 
modities keep rising in price. 

Trade Minister Mohammad 
Mchdi Saleh assured Iraqis in a 
televised interview that the 
government would continue 
with its subsidised rationing 
system “despite the difficulties 
and hardships we face.” 

Wages are 
up for U.S. 
workers 

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
American workers’ wages, 
salaries and benefits rose 3.6 
per cent in the year ended 
Sept. 30, the government said 
Tuesday. 

The Labour Department 
said its employment cost index 
accelerated slightly from the 
3.5 per cent advance a year 
earlier. Analysts had expected 
costs to remain in the 3.5 per 
cent range. 1 

The index is considered one 
of the best gauges of wage 
inflation pressures. 

Wages and salaries rose 3.0 
per cent and outpaced the 2.7 
per cent inflation rate for the 
period as measured by the de- 
partment’s consumer price in- 
dex. 

This component, which 
accounts for 72 per cent of 
total employment costs, had 
risen 2.7 per cent a year ear- 
lier. 

Benefit costs increased 4.9 
per cent, slower than tbe 5.2 
per cent advance in the year 
ended Sept. 30, 1992. A large 
proportion of benefit costs pay 
for health care. 


TIMES. WEDNESDAY, OCTOBgJ 


Armenia to ban trade m done 
Russian roubles from Nov. 8 

. _ _ 1 tA rttp nf the StrOUP ! 


YEREVAN (R) — The Trans- 
caucasian state of Armenia will 
ban the use of foreign cash — 
including 1993-issue Russian 
roubles — from next months as 
it moves towards a new-loqk 
rouble zone, officials said 
Tuesday. 

“Armenia is entering a tran- 
sition ary period on its way to a 
' new type of rouble zone,” Tig- 
ran Sarkesyan, head of a par- 
liamentary commission on fi- 
nance and die budget, told 
reporters. “The length of the 
transition depends on Russia.” 

Armenia is one of several 
former Soviet republics still 
using the pre-1993 rouble 
banknotes Russia abandoned 
in July. 

One dollar is worth 2,800 old 
roubles in the Armenian capit- 

Mitterrand 
proposes EC 
growth plan 

PARIS (R) — French Presi- 
dent Francois Mitterrand prop- 
osed a giant European Com- 
munity (EC) bond Monday to 
fund transport and com- 
munications project across 
Europe and help revive econo- 
mic growth. 

In a lengthy television inter- 
view, he said his proposal, to 
be put to a special EC summit 
Friday, would restore citizens’ 
faith in the troubled Commun- 
ity. He also advocated nego- 
tiating shorter working hours 
to combat record French un- 
employment. 

The Socialist president, who 
turned 77 Tuesday, approved 
Prime Minister Edouard Baha- 
dur’s finn stance in the GATT 
world trade talks, but he criti- 
cised the six-month-old con- 
servative government's cuts in 
welfare and health benefits. 

Outlining his growth initia- 
tive, Mr. Mitterrand said: “If 
we derided to put 100 billion 
European Currency Units 
($120 billion) at the disposal of 
different countries to really, 
build a European infrastruc- 
ture. it would demonstrate that 
Europe is a factor for growth, 
for work and for jobs. 

“It is possible to do all that,” 
he emphasised. 

He endorsed a proposal by 
French Socialist leader Mfcfiei' 
Rocard to finance such a prog- 
ramme through a jumbo bond 
and said the European Com- 
mission had told him it was 
feasible to double the 50 billion 
ECUs ($60 billion) that Mr. 
Rocard bad suggested. 

Mr. Mitterrand also said it 
was vital to begin the second 
phase of EC economic and 
monetary union in January as 
planned despite recent set- 
back in currency stability. 

Saying past attempts to stem 
unemployment.now at a re- 
cord 11.7 per cent, through job 
training and other schemes had 
foiled, he advocated negotiat- 
ing a reduced work-week sec- 
tor by sector. 


al Yerevan, compared W the 
Russian rate of 1,189 new 
roubles per dollar. 

But Annenia has stgned up 
for a new type of rouble zone, 
agreeing to toe Russia s line on 
fiscal and monetary policy in 
return for the right to use 
Russia's new roubles. 

Details of how the zone will 
work have yet to be finalised. 
Russian officials have said the 
rouble zone does not necessari- 
ly mean that other countries 
will automatically use the rou- 
ble, although it will probably 
mean fixed exchange rates be- 
tween different currencies. 

They have cautioned against 
introducing the zone too quick- 
ly, warning that countries 
might be forced to adopt eco- 
nomic performance standards 


of the group's wnkm-m*!.; 
ber. . 

Armenia's co mg * I * i *^- Q * 

oilation said the ban 
ign currency was 'neetfaf tu, 
meet agreements with Resin 
during the transition period, 1 .,. 

The ban takes effect on He* jr 
S, when only pre-l993:Jwfcfc| ' 
will be permitted. As well.*.. 
restrictions on cash ttftifag,.. 
Armenian firms will not he 
allowed to pay wages in tey 
roubles or convertible cunt*, 
cy. 

Annenia will also renfe; 
currency exports to S5W, or, 
the equivalent, per penot 

There is no limit on .the 
amount of currency whkh cao. 
be imported into the fora&j 
Soviet republic. _■ ; 


China’s conspicuously rich 
may face higher taxes 

rrrNTr: complain of and find unfair. 


BEUING (R) — China is plan- 
ning to increase taxes on the 
most conspicuous members of 
its wealthy elite — stars of 
show business and sport. 

“According to a draft law on 
individual income deliberated 
last Saturday, singers, actors 
and athletes would be subject 
to a tax of 20 per cent.” the 
official China Daily has said. 
A Such a move would be aimed 
at nairowing the wide gap be- 
tween personal incomes, a con- 
dition most Chinese citizens 


Even 20 per cent was seen as 
too low by some members of 
the standing committee of the ; 
National People's Congress, 
now debating the law. They 
called for a rate of 30 per cem,. 
citing the need for easing “tm- ; 
fair distribution.” 

Other lawmakers disagree, 
saying the wealthy should nut 
be penalised for theirjuccess. 

The draft law calls for prog- 
ressive taxes of three to 35 per 
cent on owners of. private 
businesses. 




FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 27, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation- 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Saturn goes direct alter almost 
five months in retrograde giving 
you tbe oportunity to ac complish 
a lot of hard work where duty 
and orderliness are of the most 
importance. Cooperate with fel- 
low workers, 
v. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You find that through updating 
and improving your personal 
appearance and your surround- 
ings that you will be able to make 
headway at your duties. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Now you find that the special 
talent you bad planned to put. 
into i motion can- be successfully 
carried through by a consistent 
following by you. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Whatever you have to do that 
requires a poised attitude at your 
dwelling is tbe best means by 
which you will be able to stabilise 
conditions there. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Consider well now the 
various messages you have to 
attend and do them in a careful 
and precise manner even though 
you want to blast one correspon- 
dent. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Take some time out to delve into 
the various practical factors of 
your everyday affairs that re- 
quire handling on a smooth and 
steadfast basis. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 


ber 22) Think about what yoa 
can do to put your ideas across 
and don't be critical of ■ person 
very different from you who 
s e em s to stand in your way. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Consider well what you 
can best do to please one you are 
privately interested in and don’t 
get the desire to fly off lo some 
new interest deter you. ' ' a - 

SCORPIO: (October 23 (o 
November 21) A good friend 
who is not interested in year 
finances but likes you for yoar- 
self alone is the one to turn to far 
helpfulness in gaining an 

" {SAGITTARIUS: (NovcmWr 22 

..to- December 2!) Your wock% 
positron is on the line today and 
it is advisable that you proceed 
carefully and do nothing to upset 
anyone in official life. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 so 
January 20) New ideas are excel- 
lent for you and you advance 
through them so don’t bold on to 
an okl and outdated condition 
but go forward to new success. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) You- have a good 
plan now to handle whatever 
your obligations and so as you do 
not continue with a long time 
extravagant you make headway. - 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Think about wtwu your out- 
side associates desire and don't 
allow an older and possessive 
bigwig to break up tins' associa- 
tion or your plans. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



“I found a way to put some spark back 
in our kisses. 1 scuffed my feet 
across the carpet!” 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one latter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


ICMEN 


GEDEH 


VODURE 


TENAGE 


Answer here: 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
m by Henri Arnold 


m ty/i 

flf 0 1 


— Let's spud 


A KiNC? OF 
SURREPTITIOUS 
BALL PLAYING, 


Nqw arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, aa sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Answere tomorrow) 

, I Jumbles: CEASE PANSY LOTION BLOUSE 
Yesterday s Taka m hand lor a balhl - SOAP 


6RAMMA SAY5 THAT JUST 
BEFORE SHE 50E5 TO SLEEP 
EACH NIGHT, SHE HEARS 
ANSELS SINGING.. 


I HEARD SOMETHING LIKE YOU HEARD J NO, MY DOG 
THAT MYSELF LAST NIGHT... ANGELS WANTED TO 
tv n/xr 8 SINGING? iCOMElN,. > 


Andy Capp 


[CUPC* COFFER RUBE? 


SDOtNSPt-fRARriCULAR' 



Mutt‘n'Jeff 


WELL, THE SHOPPING IS 
OVER FOR MUTT AND MS _ 
WEEK/ IT'S 
SOME JOB 
LUGGING 
THESE 
GfiDCERCS 



JEFF, THIS HAS GOT TO STOP/ v 
FOR VEAR5 iVe BEEN WATCHM' 
VOL) TOTE THAT BUNDLE OF . 
GROCERIES HOME FOR US -ITS 
too big a bundle for one y 
MAN TO CARRY/ /IT 


"AND 

makeTH K> 

\ TRIPS / 







THE Daily Crossword * 


man* C. Baldwin 


ACROSS 
1 Certain palntfng 
4 Wftdkn bird 
eWaflSL 
transaction 

14 Bat wood 

15 Ms Jong 

16 Israeli 
statesman 

17 PresMenUal 
address 

20 Otherwise 

21 Goddess: Let 

22 El — 

23 Spirted 
encounter? 

25 Morse code 
dashes 

27 WWQ landing 
craft 

29 Marsh DM 
34 W. faxSen dance 

33 Arab port 

40 Concert hoflo 

41 Oath-Wklng Ume 
4* BtacWXfd 

45 Turney the 
boxer 

46 Repeats 

47 (bass vessel 
49 HST follower 
51 Organic 

compound 
S3 Puts Into l&w 
SB Wes crazy about 
62 Electric felt 

64 Aete’s mistress 

65 November event 
68 ‘110016 — " 

(CuSdnJ 

69 Greek Musa 

70 Doze off 

71 Mora scarce 

72 Units of lorae 

73 Agent 

DOWN 

1 Places of refuge 

2 Basketry fiber 

3 — B09O 

4 TVs"— Haw” 

5 Crumbles 

6 Teeming 

7 Group of ataht 

8 Slangy 
turndown 

SUost loyal 


MMmm aaa alfii 

aB555"35553"™ 

■■■■■ a«S5 ™ 


•sttssaa^- 


10 Talk in a wkd 
way 

11 Rose's low 

12 Name hi fashion 

13 Commune In 
SWy 

taUbftttMi 

19 Sea urMns 

24 Shoe With a 
wooden sole 

26 Lessened 

28 Matador 

30 Sound Quafitv 

31 Icelandic Bierary 
work 

32 Actual 

33 Vofea votes 

34 Projecting 
member 

35 Arrow poaon 

36 Esrihy depesfc 

37 Nooeanse 

39 Rowed 


Ywterda/i PmaJe Solvaifc 


HDrqr nriini 
rcnonnnniW 
FicinnnHQ ntiinnnr 
'anna nnrann F 

tinoopl npin Finrnr 

Finnr 

S[IS„ n Qnnni3fD nnr 

riSriS onnnnn ninr 

anic 
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Foreign investors tap Amman Financial Market 


By P.V. Vfvekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The- Amman Finan- 
cial Market (AFM) is processing 


applications from foreign investors 
to engage in trading in Jordanian 
stocks after the government re- 
cently cleared the way for allowing 
noo-Jordanians to invest in the 
market, a senior official and brok- 
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era said Tuesday. 

“We have received a number of 
applications and we are now pro- 
cessing them before forwarding to 
the government for approval,” said 
Jalil Tarif, deputy director-general 
of the AFM. 

Mr. Tarif said he was not at 
liberty to disclose the names and 
details of the applicants, hut brok- 
ers said several European and 
American investment bouses were 


ing then 
Brokers, who do not allow them- 
selves to be quoted by name in the 
media under a guideline issued by 
the AFM management, said they 
expected between £60 million and 
$80 million in new capital to enter 
the market immediately. 

“But the impact will not be 
immediately visible since the 
profit-taking season is almost 
over," said a broker, noting that 
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* Special lamps 

* Discharge lamps 

* Spot lamps 
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Also available in Safeway 

Minwer Electrical 
Tel.: 613746/613622 
Fax.: 643746 



investors adopt end-of-ycar posi- 
tions in September and October in 
anticipation of the release of 
annual profit and loss figures. 

"Stocks went up 100 per cent 
and came down by SO per cent so 
for this year ana there was no 
foreign capita] involved," noted 
the broker, referring to the record 
daily high of JD 16 million reg- 
istered in July and the low of 
JD 650.000 registered in Septem- 
ber. 

Non-Jordanians were allowed to 
invest in the market in the 80s, but 
a new Arab and foreign investment 
law enacted in 1990 banned fore- 
igners to assume controlling in- 
terest in Jordanian companies by 
imposing a ceiling of 49 per cent on' 
their holding of stocks in any firm. 

The ceiling remains very much in 
force, but a clause in the law which 
interpreted as banning non-Arab 
foreign investors altogether from 
the AFM was clarified last month 
by the government, and this 
cleared the way for non-Jordanians 
to invest in the market, brokets 
explained. 

Under the present procedures, 
afl purchases of Jordanian stock by 
foreign investors have to be routed 
through brokets. As such, invest- 
ment banks which hold brokerage 


licences at the AFM are expected 
to be the main conduit for the bulk 
of the new capital since investors 
would prefer high-capital entities 
to ensure the security of their 
capital. 

“Small-time brokets with the 
capital of JD 250,000 do not stand 
to benefit much from the' foreign 
investment since rhe investors 
would be looking for entitles which 
can offer guarantees for their in- 
vestment," said the senior mana- 
ger of a six-year-old brokerage 
firm. 

"We have been hearing about 
plans to increase the minimum 
capital figure' to half a million 
dinars, but nothing has happened 
yet." he said. 

Even, if the increase was im- 
plemented, it is unlikely to attract 
foreign investors who might want 
to come in with millions of dollars 
in capital to approach small 
brokerage firms, be said. 

Furthermore, he said, invest- 
ment banks also have die basic 
structure and organisation to 
arrange repatriation of foreign 
capital as allowed under the law. 

"They already perform most of 
the banking services and as such it 
is only natural that foreign inves- 
tors would prefer to deal with them 
since they are assured of all ser- 


vices as part of a complete pack- 
age," he pointed out 

Every sale and purchase of 
Jordanian stocks by any foreign 
investor has to be approved not 
only by the shareholding depart- 
ment of the concerned company 
bin also by the AFM administra- 
tion to ensure that the transaction 
does not breach the 49 per cent 
ceiling. 

“Stocks held by non-Jordanian 
Arabs could be sold to non- 
Jordanian Arabs without such 
elaborate clearance since the first 
ownership itself would have 
already bad clearance,'' said the 
broker. 

“Similarly, once the foreign 
capital enters the market, Euro- 
pean ownership of stocks could 
change hands among Europeans, 
bat u a European wants to deal 
with Arab investors then it needs 
clearance," he said. 

“Haring said that," added the 
broker, "the fact remains that no 
Jordanian company has anywhere 
near the 49 per cent ceiling in 
stocks in the market. Therefore 
transactions would have automatic 
clearance." 

The infusion of foreign capital 
into the AFM comes at a time 
when funds in circulation shrunk as 
a result of a credit squeeze by the 


Central Bank of Jordan which 
forced commercial banks to cut 
their portfolio involvement. 

The recent relaxation of a credit 
celling for commercial banks is not 
expected to have an immediate 
impact on the stock market be- 
cause banks tend to slow lending 
facilities towards the end of the 
year, bankers have said. 

Furthermore, capital is also 
being moved from the secondary 
market to the primary market of 
new issues by already established 
companies and new entities, brok- 
ers noted. 

As an example, the senior brok- 
er cited the case of the Islamic 
Bank, which is issuing 15 million 
shares to increase its capital. 

"The JD 1 par-value shares are 
being sold with a premium of JD 2, 
meaning a total shift of JD 45 
million from the secondary market 
to the primary market," he noted. 
"This is only one company. There 
are dozens of others which are 
issuing new stock and the diversion 
of capital has led to reduced trad- 
ing in the market,” he added. 

As a national policy, the permis- 
sion for foreigners to invest in the 
market will not only add vitality to 
the market but also boost confi- 
dence in the economy, he pointed 
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World News 


Protestants kill 2 in Belfast 


in revenge attack for IRA blast 


BELFAST (R) — Protestant 
extremists shot dead two work- 
men and wounded five Tues- 
Kvcngt attack for an 
ika bombing that killed 10 
people last weekend. 

In a chilling statement to the 
media, the outlawed Ulster 
Freedom Fighters said: “This 
«s only the start of the heavy 
price to be paid... our attacks 
will widen and intensify.” 

Workmen dived for cover at 
a council garbage collection 
depot when two men dressed 
in dungarees opened fire with 
automatic weapons. 

Security sources had feared 
a backlash from militant Pro- 
testants who vowed revenge 
after the Irish Republican 
Army (IRA) killed 10 people 
in a botched- attack Saturday. 

A young boy was seen run- 
ning around in shock 
shouting: “My daddy is 

dead.” 

In a city already gripped 
with fear, the attack raised 
tension even more on a day 
when Protestants began 
burying their dead from Satur- 
day's attack. 

“The atmosphere is very 
frightening. People are living 
in fear,” said moderate Irish 
nationalist Joe Hendron. the 
member of parliament for 
West Belfast. 

Protestant Unionist parlia- 
mentarian Ken Maginnis 
agreed “people are terrified of 


what is going to happen next." 

Witnesses said the gunmen 
struck as the workmen were 
turning up for the morning 
shift at the depot in a Roman 
Catholic enclave in West Bel- 
fast. 

Police, who said earlier that 
up to three people were killed, 
confirmed two deaths. The 
condition of the injured was 
not immediately known. 

Police said more people 
would have died had it not 
been for a garbage truck which 
provided some cover for the 
workers. 

The' attack took place just 
hours after Protestant gunmen 
shot dead a 72-year-old pen- 
sioner and vowed there would 
be no let-up in retaliation 
shootings. 

The outlawed Ulster Volun- 
teer Force, another hardline 
Protestant organisation 
opposed to the IRA's drive to 
end British rule in Northern 
Ireland, said retired grocer 
Sean Fox was “interrogated" 
for an hour Monday night. 

“He admitted his crimes and 
was executed.” it said in a 
statement to a local radio sta- 
tion. 

The IRA guerrillas, whose 
weekend bomb went off pre- 
maturely. had intended to 
blow up a secret meeting of 
Protestant extremists behind a 
wave of attacks on Catholics. 

Protestant extremists shot 


dead a Catholic taxi driver 
just after the IRA bombing 
and warned after the pension- 
er's death “there will be no let 
up." 

They issued a warning to 
keep dear of all the offices and 
advice centres of Sinn Fein, the 
political wing of the IRA. 

Britain has slammed the 
door on talks with Sinn Fein 
whose leader Gerry Adams has 
offered to broker a ceasefire 
with the IRA if Britain will 
accept peace proposals he had 
worked out in talks with mod- 
erate Irish nationalist John 
Hume. 

That provoked an angry re- 
sponse from British Prime 
Minister John Major who said: 
“1 am not going to deal with 
people who plant bombs and 
kill people.” 

British Home Secretary 
Michael Howard announced 
that an exdusion order had 
been imposed on Mr. Adams, 
banning him indefinitely from 
visiting the British mainland. 

He had been invited to 
address British members of 
parliament by prominent 
Labour left-winger Tony Benn 
who said: '■There is no justi- 
fication for this decision.” 

Four of the victims of Satur- 
day's IRA bomb were buried 
in Belfast Tuesday. They in- 
cluded a man who had gone 
with his wife and daughter to 
buy a funeral wreath for his 


heart 


father who died in a 
attack last week. 

Additional police and troops 
have been deployed in Belfast 
m response to the escalating 
cycle of reprisal attacks, the 
head of the Northern Ireland 
police announced Tuesday. 

Sir Hugh Annesley of the 
Royal Ulster Constabulary 
said the exact number of anti- 
terrorist troops patrolling the 
streets of Belfast could not be 
revealed for security" reasons. 

■ Sir Hugh announced the 
troop increase shortly after 
Protestant militants killed the 
two people. 

Meanwhile, police closed a 
busy London underground rail 
station and neighbouring roads 
for an hour Tuesday but said 
an explosion on the fine turned 
out to be caused by an electric- 
al fault. 

Transport police said an 
empty train was derailed near 
Epping Station, east of Lon- 
don, and they cleared the area 
as a precaution in the wake of 
Irish Republican Army guerril- 
la bombs on rail tracks west 
and north of the capital Sunday 
and Monday. 

Trains on the central line of 
the capital's underground sys- 
tem were halted as the morn- 
ing rush hour began. But 
police later gave the ajl clear 
saying an electrical switch had 
blown as the result of the 
derailment. 


Kashmir mosque crisis ‘could be resolved soon’ 


SRINAGAR (AFP) — The 
Indian authorities are not in- 
sisting on the surrender of- 
armed Kashmiri separatists 
holed up in a mosque here, a 
senior state official said Tues- 
day in an indication die crisis 
could be resolved soon. 

Indian officials had pre- 
viously ruled out granting safe 
passage to the 50 armed Kash- 
miri Muslim militants who 
have been barricaded inside 
the Hazratbal Mosque, Kash- 
mir's holiest Islamic shrine, for 
the past 11 days. 

But Mehmoud Ur Rehman, 
an additional secretaiy for 
home affairs, told a news con- 
ference that the authorities 
“are not interested in the sur- 
render or capture of the mili- 
tants." 

“All our efforts are directed 
to ensure that there is no sac-v 
rilege of the shrine," he said," 
ruling out a military assault on 
the white-marble complex on 
the banks of Dal Lake. 

Mr. Rehman said that Wa- 
jahat Habibullab, another 
senior Kashmiri official, was 
making hourly visits to the 
besieged mosque to try to ham- 
mer out an agreement with 


masked and armed Muslim re- 
bels who spoke to him from 
behind a fence. 

Mr. Rehman said without 
elaborating that the militants 
were showing signs of “flexibil- 
ity” and appeared to be “will- 
ing to see reason.” 

The 50 Muslim guerrillas 
and about 70 Muslim pilgrims 
have been holed up inside the 
mosque since the night of Oct. 
15, when it was surrounded by 
troops conducting a routine 
sweep against separatist rebels. 

Mr. Rehman said the gov- 
ernment would “remove the 
cordon of the shrine as soon as 
we achieve our objective of 
getting the captives freed and 
saving the holiest shrine of the 
Kashmir Valley from desecra- 
tion.” 

“If we want we could find 
.the solution within 15 to 30 
minutes,” Mr. Rehman said in 
an apparent reference to a 
storming of the complex by 
elite commandos, “but we do 
not want to hurt the religious 
sentiments of the people.” 

The army siege of the Haz- 
ratbal Mosque, which houses a 
hair Kashmiri Muslims believe 
comes from the beard of the 


Prophet Mohammad, has trig- 
gered near daily anti-Indian 
protests in the Muslim- 
majonty Kashmir Valley. 

More than 50 demonstrators 
were shot dead by Indian para- 
military troops Friday when 
they tried to march on the 
shrine to force a lifting of the 
army siege. 


In other developments Tues- 
day, the Indian authorities 
lifted a curfew imposed on this 
Kashmir summer capital and a 
doctor was allowed inside the 
mosque to examine some of 
the pilgrims trapped inside. 

There were also scattered 
protests against the army siege 
of the mosque. 

Troops used dubs to break 
up the sporadic protests by 
severalhundrcd demonstrators 
in several downtown neigh- 
bourhoods, police said; 


The government had lifted 
the curfew here for about five 
hours Monday but it was reim- 
posed after demonstrators 
threw; scones and shouted 
abuse at patrolling troops in a 
number of places. 

Kashmir’s leading Muslim 
cleric, Umar Farooq, com- 


plained meanwhile that he is 
being kept under virtual house 
arrest. 

In a statement smuggled out 
to journalists, die 20-year-old 
priest said: “I have been trap- 
ped inside my house. My tele- 
phone has been cut and I have 
no contact with the outside 
world.” 

In Islamabad, Pakistani 
police heavily guarded the In- 
dian embassy as hundreds of 
people staged demonstrations 
Tuesday against the siege of 
the Muslim shrine, in Kashmir 
by the Indian forces. 

In nearby Rawalpindi, de- 
monstrators pelted the police 
with stones as it blocked a 
procession brought out by the 
Jammu and Kashmir Libera- 
tion Front (JKLF) from enter- 
ing Islamabad. 

Witnesses said angry demon- 
strators burned tyres on the 
roads and set a vehicle on fire 
during skirmishes with the 
police. 

In Islamabad, police stopped 
several hundred people mar- 
ching under the banner of fun- 
damentalist Jamaat-I-Islami 
(JT) Party from going to the 
Indian mission. 


Army blockades Sarajevo 
to catch renegade officers 


SARAJEVO, Bosnia- 
Heraegovina (AP) — The Bos- 
nian army ordered the people 
of Sarajevo to stay inside their 
houses Tuesday while troops 
searched the city for two re- 
negade commanders it consid- 
ers criminals. 

The army set up tank barri- 
cades and posted soldiers 
around the city. The United 
Nations kept its forces off the 
streets except for armoured 
vehicles travelling in pairs. 

But as troops sought to soli- 
dify Muslim unity behind Bos- 
nian President Alija Izetbego- 
vic. he faced another challenge 
Tuesday as Fikret Abdic, bead 
of the breakaway northwestern 
enclave of Bihac. declared 
himself president of the repub- 
lic. 

Mr. Abdic. like Mr. Izetbe- 
govic a Muslim, has declared 
Bihac autonomous and last 
week made his own peace with 
Bosnian Serbs and Croats. 
That allowed him ro concen- 
trate on his struggle with Mr. 
Izetbegovic. who has* sent sol- 


diers into the enclave to quell 
the rebellion. 

Mr. Abdic blames Mr. Izet- 
begovic for contributing to the 
war and is critical of him for 
not accepting peace terms 
offered by the Serbs and 
Croats. 

Also Tuesday, U.N. officials 
announced they were sus- 
pended aid convoys to central 
Bosnia following the killing of 
a Danish relief worker and the 
wounding of 11 U.N. soldiers 
and relief workers Monday. 

In Luxembourg, European 
Community mediator Lord 
Owen rejected a call by French 
President Francois Mitterrand 
to use military force to keep 
open humanitarian supply 
routes into Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. Lord Owen said 
that would only cast the inter- 
national community “in a com- 
batant's role” and blur the 
United Nation's neutrality 

The crackdown in Sarajevo 
apparently was aimed at im- 
posing some order in the Bos- 
nian capital. 


Haiti peace plan goes to a 
scattered, scared parliament 


PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti 
(AP) — A quick solution to 
Haiti's political crisis rested 
Tuesday in the hands of law- 
makers who thus far have been 
too terrorised to enact a peace 
plan. 

Haiti's army chief, Lt.-Gen. 
Raoul Cedras, has said he 
might quit and let elected Pres- 
ident Jean-Bertrand Aristide 
return. In exchange, he has 
demanded that the scattered 
and frightened parliament 
meet to grant an amnesty to 
those involved in murders 
since the army toppled Mr. 
Aristide in 1991. 

Gen. Cedras, who helped 
oust Aristide in the bloody 
coup, also wants his replace- 
ment to be one of his three top 
aides. 

Under the U.N. peace plan 
to bring back Mr. Aristide 
Saturday, Gen. Cedras was to 
have stepped down last week. 
Parliament, for its part, was to 
have approved separation of 
the country's police force from 
the military. 


Prospects that Mr. Aristide 
will return as scheduled are 
dim. 


Gen. Cedras and Robert 
Malval, Mr. Aristide's prime 
minister, met for nearly three 
hours Monday at Mr. Mafval's 
residence. But Frantz Voltaire, 
Mr. Malval's chief of staff, said 
no agreement was reached on 
security for pro-Aristide legis- 
lators, a key point if parlia- 
ment is to achieve a quorum. 


Lawmakers and foreign di- 
plomats say they fear for the 
safety of pro-Aristide legisla- 
tors despite army assurances. 
Political killings and mayhem 
by army-backed gunmen have 
followed .such assurances in the 
past. 


“If the parliament does not 
meet I think there will be a 
problem,” MR. Voltaire said. 
He looked drawn after the 
meeting with Gen. Cedras, 
who smiled and waved to re- 
porters as his motorcade 
roared off. 


EC foreign ministers debate post-Maastricht era 


LUXRMBOURG (R) — 
European Community (EC) 
foreign ministers met Tuesday 
to prepare for a summit Friday 
that will show rommitment to 
the controversial Maastricht 
Treaty on European Union 
when it takes effect next week. 

But with unemployment in 
the 12-nation bloc stubbornly 
high and war raging on its 
doorstep in former Yugoslavia, 
few signs of triumphs were 
visible as the ministers debated 
a treatry that is meant to signal 
a new era for EC economic and 
foreign policy. 

External Political Relations 
Commissioner Hans Den 
Broek. a member of the EC’s 
Executive Commission, said as 
he arrived for the ministerial 
meeting that the EC must res- 
tate its commitment to im- 
plementing the new treaty 
which formally comes into op- 
eration on Nov. l. 

The derision io go ahead 
with Friday's gathering in 


Brussels was confirmed only 
when Germany's constitutional 
court earlier this month re- 
jected challenges to the treaty, 
thus ending a tortuous process 
of EC-wide ratification. 


Douglas Hurd also said the 
treaty now must be put proper- 
ly into effect, but he said the 
occasion was not one for flights 
of rhetoric. 


France and Denmark, in 
national referendum, and Bri- 
tain in a parliamentary vote all 
had dose calls along the road 
to ratification. 

The treaty enshrines the 
controversial aim of economic 
and monetary union and calls 
for the creation of a common 
foreign and security policy. 

Critics, however, have said 
the inability of the EC to halt 
the Yugoslav war shows this to 
be unrealistic. 


“Europe has suffered a lot of 
rhetoric in the last five or six 
years. We need now to get on 
with the things which have to 
be done,” Mr, Hurd said. 

He said there was nothing in 
the treaty that committed the 
EC to still closer integration in 
the future, adding that the 
treaty put the EC on a new 
track that avoided,” steady 
concentration of power in 
Brussels." 


French Foreign Minister 
Alain Juppe told reporters 


Tuesday that implementation 
of the treaty should get off the 
Ground as soon as possible 
now that oil stares have ratified 


it. 


British Foreign Secretary 


On foreign policy, the minis- 
ters were expected to lay the 
groundwork for EC leaders to 
agree on several areas for 
possible joint action, including 
supporting the peace process in 
the Middle East and South 
Africa and aid to former 
Yugoslavia. 

Ministers were also due ot 


discuss the progress of seven- 
year-old negotiations to reach 
a GATT (General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade) Uruguay 
round settlement to liberalise 
world commerce by a target 
date of Dec. 15. 

The fate of the GATT talks 
,is closely finked to a dispute 
over a U.S.-EC farm trade 
agreement curbing subsidised 
exports which France is vehe- 
■ mently opposing. 

French President Francois 
Mitterrand said in a television 
interview Monday that he 
wanted a GATT deal but 
France would not give in to an 
American “diktat'' on agri- 
cultural trade. 

One EC diplomat said the 
whole GATT debate was 
“political theatre” and that it 
would not be dear until the 
final two weeks leading up to 
the Dec. 15 deadline whether 
countries were willing to make 
concessions needed to clinch 
an agreement. 





Boy loses card, 

meets bureaucracy 


v 


A Georgian government soldier (left) uses a— 
knife to cot away the unif orm of a fellow soldier 


after he was wounded during fighting in western 
Georgia (AFP photo) 


Georgian troops retake another town 


TBILISI (R) — Government 
forces seized the key town of 
Senaki in western Georgia 
Tuesday after hours of heavy 
fighting with rebels supporting 
ousted President Zviad Gam- 
sakhurdia, government offi- 
cials said. 

The Defence Ministry and 
the press office of Georgian 
leader Eduard Shevardnadze 
said by telephone there had 
been casualties on both sides 
but could not immediately give 
details. 

There was no immediate in- 
dependent confirmation. With 
the seizure of Senaki only two 
towns in the western Georgian 
province of Mingrelia, includ- 
ing the regional capital of Zug- 
didi, would remain in rebel 
hands. 

Forces loyal to Gamsakhur- 
dia, elected in 1991 but over- 
thrown in a bloody revolt in 
January 1992, quickly seized 
control of much of western 
Georgia after their leader re- 
turned last month from exile in 
the breakaway Russian region 


of Cbechenya. 

Government forces have 
turned the tide of fighting in 
recent days and recaptured, 
with little resistance, the 
strategic prizes of the Black 
Sea port of Poti and the road 
and rail junction of Samtredia. 

The prosecutor's office said 
it had issued warrants for the 
arrest of leading rebels includ- 
ing Mr. Gamsakhurdia and his 
military commander. Loti 
Kobalia. 


The ministry said earlier 
government forces had (tressed 
borne their initiative in the 
latest fighting by pushing to 
within five kilometres of Sena- 
ki arid capturing a strategic 
bridge near the Black Sea port 
of Poti. 

Georgian radio said suppor- 
ters of the ex-president aban- 
doned the bridge after several 
hours of fighting. 

“The enemy lost a signifi- 
cant quantity of manpower and 
equipment and fled in panic,” 
it quoted Defence Ministry 


spokesman Soso Margishvili as 
saying. 

Reuters Television pictures 
taken Monday showed relaxed 
government troops patrolling 
the streets and port in Poti. 
Cans of imported beer and 
used syringes littered the local 
headquarters of the rebels, 
dearly abandoned in a hurry. 

Mr. Shevardnadze has told 
the rebels to “surrender their 
weapons or be destroyed”, 
predicting victory over the 
“dark forces” within days. 

A Defence Ministry spokes- 
man, Gia Chikovani, said the 
overnment believed Mr. 


government oenevea mi. 
G amsakh urdia was probably in 
his western stronghold of Zug- 
didi — if, he added ironically, 
he had not already fled back to 
Cbechenya. 


Shevardnadze mockingly de- 
scribed the rebels Monday as 
“specialists at running away". 
Gamsakhurdia’s hopes of ever 
returning to power could be 
fatally undermined if he were 
forced into exile a second time. 


Burundian premier lifts curfew 


KIGALI, Rwanda (R) — 
Prime Minister Sylvie Kinigi of 
Burundi Tuesday lifted a dusk- 
to-dawn curfew imposed by the 
troops who killed President 
Melchior Ndadaye and tried to 
seize power last Thursday. 

“The curfew is over and free 
movement of people can begin 
again,” she said in a national 
address on state-run Burundi 
Radio, monitored in ncaghr. 
bourhing Rwanda 

It was the first time Ms.- 
Kinigi had spoken on the radio 
since the coup, which now 
appears to be crumbling. The 
radio had been controlled by 
the coup leaders. 

Burundian government offi- 
cials in exile in Rwanda said 
Ms. Kinigi's address was re- 
corded Monday after she 
chaired a meeting for ministers 
who survived the coup. 


She and some ministers are 
still holed up at the French 
embassy in the capital Bujum- 
bura, they said. 

On Monday Burundi's army 
generals asked Mr. Kinigi's 
government to come out and 
take control of the country, 
where serions violence has 
broken out between the minor- 
Tutsi tribe and the majority 
utu. . ■ * . - ' . 


& 


~ The- military chiefs blamed 
the coup on mutinous soldiers 
and said they backed the gov- 
eminent. 


Ms. ' Kinigi said Burundi’s 
borders and the airport in Bu- 
jumbura, both shut by the 
military since the coup, would 
soon reopen. ' 
Communications Minister 
Jean Marie Ngedahayo told 
state radio in Rwanda Monday 


night that the government, 
backed by loyalist troops, bad 
secured some key points in 
Bujumbura. 

“Some strategic places are 
already controlled by these 
troops,” he said, without giv- 
ing any details. He spoke to 
the radio by telephone from 
Bujumbura. 

He repeated that die govern- 
ment would not negotiate with 
tbe ooup leaders, who have 
demaritled an amnesty. 

“We refuse to discuss with 
murderers. First they have to 
go back to their barracks and 
put down their weapons," he 
said. 

“After that we hope that 
international community will 
help us by sending a protection 
force before we can really re- 
sume our normal activities,” 
the minister added. 


Russia not to dump again in Japan Sea 


TOKYO (R) — Russia will 
never again dump nuclear 
waste into the Sea of Japan 
after the diplomatic storm un- 
leashed by its mid-October sea 
burial of radioactive waste, the 
Russian Atomic Energy Minis- 
ter said Tuesday. 

Minister Viktor Mikhailov 
told a Tokyo news conference: 
“As for the Sea of Japan, it will 
never be repeated.” 

But he refused to say 
whether Russia would stop 
dumping in other Oceans. 

"I can’t say any more,” 
said. 


he 


Mr. Mikhailov said Moscow 
needed foreign financial back- 
ing to treat radioactive waste 
on Russian soil. 

He proposed other countries 
finance the project by buying 
enriched uranium from the for- 
mer Soviet Union's nuclear 
arsenal. 

He said he had offered to 
sell Japan 100 million worth of 
enriched uranium annually for 
20 years but declined to say 
how Japanese officials re- 
sponded. 

The controversy flared 10 
days ago when Russian tankers 


dumped 900 cubic metres 
(32.000 cubic feet) of low-level 
waste into the sea some 5% 
kilometres off Japan’s coast- 
fine. 

The incident infuriated 
Japanese public opinion, com- 
ing as it did less than a week 
after Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin’s fence-mending visit 
to Tokyo. During the visit, 
Russia and Japan had signed 
an agreement aimed at ending 
midear contamination of the 
world's oceans. 

The Russian dumping also 
sparked widespread concern. 


Christopher presents NATO 
partnership plan to Belarus 


MINSK, Belarus (AFP) — 
U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher presented leaders 
of Belarus Tuesday with a 
proposal for partnership in 
NATO, stating that the plan 
would strengthen the security 
of the former Soviet Republic. 

The United States considers 
that Belarus can cooperate 
with, the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) in the 
area of peacekeeping planning^ 
and training and this will pro-' 
vide additional guarantees for 


Russia Friday welcomed the 
U.S. plan to expand NATO 
gradually to former Warsaw 
Pact countries and one senior 
official said President Boris 
Yeltsin < had described the 
proposal as “terrific.” 

Mr. Yeltsin earlier had sent 
a letter to Western leaders 


its security, Mr. Christopher 
t. follow- 


told a news conference 

ing one day of talks here. 

The Secretary of State, who 
wrapped up a tour of nuclear 
states of the former Soviet 
Union, said the plan would 
grant Belarus the possibility to 
consult other NATO member- 
countries for assistance in de- 
fending its sovereignty. 

Belarus will be able to call 
on other member-countries of 
NATO for consultations if its 
sovereignty or its territory are 
threatened, Mr. Christopher 
said. 

He added that Belarus lead- 
er Stanislav Shushkevich and 
Prime Minister Vyacheslav 
Kebich with whom he met dur- 
ing the visit had agreed to 
examine the proposal 
approved by NATO defence 
ministers at a meeting in Ger- 
many last week. 


opposing full NATO 
membership of East European 
countries, charging that Rus- 
sian security interests were at 
stake. 

Under the plan, candidates 
for NATO partnership would 
have to commit themselves to 
NATO standards on issues 
such as civilian control of the 
militray, force structures, 
equipment and doctrine. 

The plan opening the way to 
gradual NATO membership is 
aimed at boosting security and 
stability in Eastern Europe 


the world where so many steps 
have been taken to meet the 
objectives, set out in the nuc- 
lear disarmament treaties, Mr. 
Christopher said. 

The U.S. official Monday 
signed an agreement with 
Ukrainian Foreign Minister. 
Anatoly Zlenko on disman- 
tling part of Ukraine's nuclear 
arsenal but Kiev did not offer 
any concrete commitment to 
ratify START I soon. 

Mr. Shushkevich confirmed 
his country's pledge to meet 
the year 2000 deadline set out 
in the START I treaty for 
dismantling the missiles, 
adding that efforts were cur- 
rently underway to ensure full 
compliance. - . 


Mr. Christopher praised 
i for its c 


the 

com- 


Belarus leadership 
mitment to disarmament and 
to the dismantling of its 81 
nuclear missiles in line with the 
START I agreement and the 
nuclear No n-Proliferation 
Treaty (NPT). 

The Belarus parliament m 
February ratified START I and 
the NPT agreement amid well- 
publicised resistance by its' 
neighbour, Ukraine, in follow- 
ing suit and becoming a 
nuclear-free country. 

There is no other place in 


“The timetable for with- 
drawing nuclear weapons from 
Belarus will not exceed seven 
years,” Mr. Shushkevich 
stated. 

Mr. Christopher also offered 
Belarus technical assistance in 
organising parliamentary elec- 
tions scheduled for March, 
stating that the aid was in fine 
with U.S. efforts to foster 
democracy in former Soviet 
republics. 


The U.S. official travelled to 
the Baltic country of Latvia 
and was expected to ruse the 
issue of minority rights, for 
ethnic Russians during talks 
with officials there. 


QUINCY, Massachusetts 
(AP) — Eleven-ycar-old 
James Zeng's teachers got a 
note saying he would be. M a 
little late." Zeng had h» first 
day at central middle school . 
last week — six weeks after he - 
was supposed to start classes. 
His delay had nothing to do 
with his dog eating his home- 
work, although it did involve a 
paper. He lost his card, which 
proves be is permanent resi- 
dent of the United States. 
Zeng was delayed four months 
in Oiina where he had been 
visiting relatives and prevented 
from returning home by U.S. 
officials. "He couldn't find it." . 
Zeng’s father, David, told the 
Patriot Ledger of Quincy Mon- 
day. “I felt terrible.” The card 
had disappeared in July after 
Zeng arrived in Shanghai- and 
showed it to officials at the 
airport. Desperate, the hoy's 
parents -offered his Chinese 
passport stamped with the date 
be became a permanent resi- 
dent of the United States seven 
years ago. But that was not 
proof enough, officials said. 
Thus began a waiting game 
that kept Zeng oceans away. 
Immigration and Naturalisa- 
tion Service had to send paper- 
work proving-Zeng’s status as a 
permanent U.S. resident to the 
U.S. consul general in Shan- 
ghai. Then die consulate was 
.able to issue a letter that would 
serve as a temporary visa and 
let Zeng return to the United 
States. It wasn't until two 
weeks ago that the documents 
were approved and his family 
made flight arrangements for 
Zeng's retorn. For the boy’s 
family, the wait was agonising. 
“It was months of waiting, and 
I couldn't do anything. It was 
terribly inefficient. In Amer- 
ica. everything is by the book,” 
David Zeng said. 


Mouskouri to be 
UNICEF special 
representative 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— The Greek-born singing star 
Nana Mouskouri was named 
Monday as special representa- 
tive for the performing arts at 
the United Nations Children's. 
Fund (UNICEF). Mouskouri 
signed a two-year contract with 
UNICEF, which win pay her 
exactly one dollar for her ser- 
vices. “I believe in children,” 
she said, tailing the new job “a 
great honour.” MousXttui. 
who win travel extensively oh 
the job, follows in die foot- 
steps of Audrey Hepburn. Liv 
Ullmann, Hany Belafomc, 
Roger Moore and Peter Usti- 
nov. UNICEF uses entertain- 
ment world personalities to 
drum up support for its child- 
support programmes. 


Dog bites off part 
of actor’s lip 


LAS VEGAS (AP) — Actor 
Jan-Michael Vincent under- 
went surgery to repair his face 
after a dog bit off a thumb- 
sized part of his lip. The attack 
happened during a dockside 
victory celebration after Vin- 
cent won a Pacific Offshore 
Powerboat Racing Association 
race on Lake Mead, a national 
park service spokeswoman 
said. “In his exuberance, he 
reached down to pet a dog that 
was there with his owners,” 
spokeswoman Karen Whitney 
said. “The owners warned bhn 
not to, but he then did it a 
second time the dog nipped at 
him and took off part of his 
lip.” Vincent underwent 
surgery at Desert Springs Hos- 
pital in Las Vegas and was 
released Monday, a hospital 
spokesman said. Vincent's 
manager, Alexandra Lee, re- 
fused to comment. Whitney 
said the dog, a female Rott- 
weiler, was taken by park ran- 
gers to the Boulder Gty Anim- 
al Control shelter and later 
released to its owners. Vincent 
is best known as a youthful 
leading man. of Hollywood 
television and motion pictures 
during the 1970s, starring in 
the 1975 film White Line Fever 
and the 1984 TV series Air- 
wolf. 


’Modern-day 
Rasputin’ gets 
seven years 
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LONDON (R) — A British 
court handed a seven-year jail 
sentence to a confidence tricks- 
ter who pretended to-be pos- 
sessed by an American Indian . 
spirit,, kept a' woman prisoner 
and tricked her into having sex~ 
with him. Scotsman James Flo-, 
ningbam, 34, posed as a weal- 
thy psychic, held seances and 
pretended to speak' through 
the voice of a dead Indian 
chief, the court beard. He per- . 
suaded a 38-year-old women to 
leave home and sleep, with 
him. “He found her to' be 
vulnerable. It was total bur-. 
ipulation. He was almost a 
modern-day Rasputin,” said 


prosecuting lawyer Maurice 
u refenii 
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Prince Abdullah in UAE 

ABU DHABI (Petra) His Royal Highness Prince Abdullah 
Ibti Af' Hussein, president of the Jordanian Football Federa- 
tion. Tuesday arrived here on a private visit to the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE). 

Prince Abdullah was received upon arrival by Minister of 
State for "Foreign Affairs Sheikh Hamdan Ben Zayed Al 
Nahyan. who is also president of the UAE Soccer Federation. 
Sheikh Rashed Ben Hamdan, president of Jazirah Sports 
Club, and the Jordanian ambassador to the UAE. 

Prince Abdullah attended a friendly football match held 
Tuesday night between the Jordanian and UAE national 
teams. 

The UAE national team won the match 2-0. 
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Karpov rules out unification match 

JAKARTA (R) — As Russia's Anatoly Karpov moved within 
a point of the World Chess Championship, members of his 
camp dismissed any chance of a unification match with the 
unofficial world champion, compatriot Garry Kasparov. Kar- 
pov drew with Jan Timraan of the Netherlands in the 18th 
game of the World Chess Championship Monday. Kasparov, 
30, who captured the world title from Karpov in 1985 but was 
stripped of it in April, recently completed an unofficial title 
defence in London and still claims to be the legitimate world 
champion. Sponsors are thought to be interested in staging a 
match to decide the true champion. But Kaprov, 42, who 
strongly believes in his normal and legal right to the world 
title, dismissed the speculation, saying recently: am not too 

interested.** Sources close to Karpov were more forthright. 
“There is no chance of a match between the two in the 
foreseeable future,” said one of Karpov's Russian aides, Oleg 
.Ladicfaenko. “Relations between the two players are not just 
bad ^there are no relations between the two players.” 

Federation probes Senna attack 

TOKYO (AFP) — World motor sport chief Max ‘.Mosely* 
remained tight-lipped here Tuesday over reports that Formula 
One superstar Ayrton Senna punched rookie driver Eddie 
Irvine after his Japanese Grand Prix victory. The International 
Automobile Federation president said he would see an official 
report on the incident when he returned to federation 
headquarters in Paris Wednesday. ”1 can’t say anything special 
until 1 see an official report.” he said. Mosely refused to 
comment on the Brazilian's attack on Irvine, racing his first 
Grand Prix for the Jordan Hart team. ”1 don't really know 
what has happened. I've only read press reports,” he said. 
John Corsmit, the federation observer at Suzuka, was ex- 
pected to file a formal report on the incident which soared 
Senna's 40th career Grand Prix win. Senna, a three-time world 
champion, was seen arguing loudly and punching Irvine in the 
team motor home after the race. Irvine, a Northern Irish 
regular on Japan's F-3000 circuit battled wheel-to-wheel with 
Englishman Damon Hill's Williams Renault, temporarily 
blocking Senna's attempt to lap them. Irvine later said: “I’m 
going to sue him.’* 

Substitutes help Benfica to win 

LISBON (R) — Two late substitutions helped Benfica come 
from behind in the final eight minutes and beat Pacos De 
Ferreira 2-1 away Monday. The victory took Benfica into 
second place in the Portuguese first division, two points 
behind leaden Sporting airt ^narrowly ahead of third-placed 
floavista on goal differenco^Groat striker Rudez Thivomir 
opened the scoring for midale-of-the-table Pacos de Ferreira 
in the 62nd minute, slipping the ball past advancing Benfica 
keeper Adelino Neno. Bnt 13 minutes before the final whistle 
Benfica coach Antonio Oliveira replaced defenders Abel 
Xavier and Antonio Veioso with strikers Sergie Yuran and 
Ailton Detfino. Within five minutes the pair combined to level 
the score, Yuran heading the ball down tor Delfino to hammer 
the ball into the net. Joao Pinto scored the winner in the final 
minute after a goalmouth scramble. 

Czechoslovaks must beat Cyprus 

PRAGUE (R) — The Czechoslovak team go into Wednes- 
day’s World Cup sorcer qualifier against Cyprus knowing 
nothing less than victory will be enough to keep alive their 
hopes of making next year’s finals. Coach Vaclav Jezek 
plumps for class and experience in the shape of Tomas 
Skuhravy, one of the stars of the 1990 World Cup in Italy, 
Peter Dubovsky. now with Real Madrid, and’ Lubomir 
Moravcik. piaymaker with St. Etienne in France. “We must' 
play offensively to score as soon as possible in order to calm 
the team,”. Jezek said. “We must not stumble, the loss of a 
single point would be fatal.” 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH H IRS CM 
Kww UMJ 5—«** w: 


AVOID THE TROUBLE 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 

NORTH 

* A 10 6 

O 1 

Q J 10 8 6 

* AQ 3 

WEST ■ EAST 
* Q 8 3 * 4 

J 8 5 4 AK 10 962 

A 5 9 7 4 

*8652 *K97 

.. SOUTH 

* K J 9 7 5 2 

■ '7 

K 3 2 

* 4 10 4 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

Pass Pass 1 1 . 

I ♦ 2 24 3 

-* 4 Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead- Four of 
Fdllriw i he play nf this hand then 
judj» South's ability. Was declarer 
an expert, an average player or a 
brainier? 

h might seem that South's jump 
to four spades teas something of a 
stretch, hut that's not really the 
case. North not have much 
wastage in hearts.- so not only was 
there a p»ud trump suit, but South's 
king in opener's suit had to be up- 
graded and the chib honors would 


mc *h well with any holding in the 

N ^i h led a heart w East's king 

and declarer ruffed the ace continu- 
ation. When the ace and king of 
spades did not bring down the 
queen, declarer started on dia- 
monds. West took the ace immedi- 
ately and shifted to a dub, and there 
was no way declarer could avoid los- 
ing a trick in each suit— down one. 
What's your opinion? 

Regardless of whether the game 
was rubber bridge or duplicate. 
South deserves no more than an 
average rating. At rubber bridge, 
there’s an obvious avoidance play to 
secure the contract. After ruffing 
Lhe heart, declarer should cash the 
king of spades and continue with a 
spade to the ten. If the finesse wins, 
declarer will make _I1 tricks. If it 
loses, the dub suit is safe from at- 
tack and declarer can establish the 
diamonds for two dub discards from 
hand, thereby avoiding a dub loser. 

At duplicate. South should realize 
that, with only 23 high-card points 
in the North-South holding, some 
pairs would not bid. the game. 
Therefore, simply nailing down 10 
tricks would insure a good score and 
Lb® avoidance play again should 
have been taken. 



Bernard Tapie 


Tapie ready to quit 


PARIS (AFP) — Beleaguered 
Olympiqe Marseille owtoer 
Bernard Tapie says he will get 
out of football as soon he finds 
someone to take over his dub. 

‘T think it's in the interests 
of everybody, the dub, the 
fans, the sponsors, TV." he 
told the sports daily L'Equipe 
in an interview Tuesday. 

“But I won't be blackmailed 
into leaving,” he warned. “It 
would have been easy to leave 
when things started going 
•wrong but I'm determined to 
.hold everything together, even 
if I have to take all the flak." 

French Football League 
President Noel Le Graethas 
called on Tapie to resign to 
save France's most successful 
club. 

The football authorities, 
who publish details of an audit 
into Marseille's accounts 
lliursday. could relegate the 
dub to a lower division if it was 
.shown to be insolvent. They 
a handed out similar punishment 
‘ to Bordeaux, Brest and Toolon- 
in the past two years. 

Tapie, who said he wants to 
concentrate on his political 
career, dismissed reports of a 
400 million franc ($o9 million) 
deficit. 

However, he added: “Four 
hundred million in liabilities is 
not 400 million in debts.” .. 

.He was ..evidently counting 
on his assets — his players as 
Marseille do not own their 
Velodrome Stadium — to cov- 
er the liabilities. 


Hie millionaire businessman 
said Marseille's real debts 
amounted to 65 million francs 
($11.2 million). The dub’s ex- 
clusion from the European 
Cup for their alleged attempt 
to bribe Valenciennes players 
to throw a match 'hacf caused a 
shortfall of 100 million francs 
($17.25 million). 

To -that could be added a 30 
million franc ($5.2 million) 
overdraft. 

“But all that could be erased 
if I sell two or three players by 
die end of the season," he said. 

He said the $11 million sale 
of Alen Boksic to Italian side 
Lazio left the dub needing to 
find 65 million francs. If local 
authorities met their commit- 
ments, he claimed, Marseille 
would need to find only 15 
million francs ($2.6, million) 
which he would put in himself. 

If you had listened you 
would have known I was saying 
before the European Cup final 
that the history of great French 
clnbs always finishes badly. 
That’s why I’ve felt for more 
than a year I needed to install 
the same sort of structures as 
the Italian dubs." 

Reins, who played Real 
Madrid in the first two Euro- 
pean Cup finals in the 1950s, 
went bankrupt. St. Etienqe, 
. the uoext French club, to reach 
the European Cup final, -in 
1976, have never recovered 
since tax inspectors discovered 
they ran a slush fund to pay 
% players like Michel Platini. 


FLAT FOR RENT 


FirstHoorabout230Sq.nl, consists of 3 bedroom 
3 bathroom ,3 salons, telephone. 

Location , Om Al-Sommaq, behind Sindibadgas station 
For more information please call S01719 


SECRETARY WANTED 

Fluent English - Computer skills. 
Call 685858 for appointment. 


NEW APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Unfurnished, newly-built, deluxe apartment. Con- 
tains: 2 bedrooms, L-shaped salon, kitchen, 2 

bathrooms. t n 

First floor with intercome, garage, central heating. 
Yearly rent: JD 3,500. 

Location: Al Weibdeh, close to means of trans- 
portation. 6450-17 
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with yourself, 
wear your birthstone. 
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5 left in final World Cup gamble 


DOHA (Agencies) — Erratic 
play on the pitch and behind- 
the-scenes wrangling off it has 
turned Thursday's Asian 

World Cup finale into a lot- 
tery. 

Any'two teams from Japan, 
Saudi Arabia, South -Korea, 
Iraq and Iran oculd book a 
passage to the U.S. finals next 
year with three games to go. 

A lack of consistency that 
has seen only Japan string 
together two consecutive wins 
means only one point separates 
the top five. 

“The current standings has 
turned our job into a night- 
mare,” admitted one tourna- 
ment organiser. “With all 
Thursday’s games being played 
at the same time, we will lave 
to double and triple-check ev- 
erything before announcing 
the two qualifiers. It will 
almost certainly be on goal 
difference.'' 

Table-toppers Japan play 
Iraq, second-placed Saudi Ara- 
bia take on Iran, while South 
Korea meet North Korea, the 
only team who know they can- 
not qualify. 

It was derided to play the 
games simultaneously in three 
separate stadiums so no team 
bad the advantage of knowing • 
their rivals' results. 

Everyone must go for a win, 
but each team, except North 
Korea, faces increasing off the 
ptoh pressure. 

Japan, with striker 
Kazuyoshi Miura back in form, 
are in the best position after 
their wins over Iran and South 
Korea took them from bottom 
place to top. 

Qualification for America is 


essential to sustain Japan’s 
campaign to stage the 2002 
finals. No team which has nev- 
er qualified for the World Cup 
fionals has ever staged the 
event and defeat here could let 
South Korea take over as fron- 
trunners to Asia’s first finals. 

Iraq's campaign to embar- 
rass the American hosts of the 
finals was upset by the replace- 
ment of Adrian Derjal as coach 
after just one game, and by the 
tournament’s worst disciplin- 
ary record. 

Iraq have had two players 
sent off and received 10 book- 
ings. They need to win by a big 
margin against Japan but wifi 
be without suspended target 
man Saad Numan. 

At least history is on Iraq's 
ride, as Japan have never 
beaten them. 

Saudi Arabia also have off- 
the-field problems as they look 
for a win against Iran. 

Coach Jose Can dido res- 
igned because of interference 
from Saudi Federation offi- 
cials, who indude senior mem- 
bers of the royal family, 
according to officials who wit- 
nessed arguing during the 
Saudi-Iraq game Sunday. 

The officials, who requested 
anonymity, said a telephone 
call was received from Riyadh 
ordering the substitution of 
goalkeeper Mohammed Al 
Deayea after be let in a first- 
minute goal. 

Candido, one of a long line 
of Brazilian coaches to manage 
Saudi Arabia, was heard to say 
after the keeper came off that 
the Saudi campaign would go 
on “without me.” 

Saudi Arabia's best attacker 


Saeed Owairan is suspended 
for the Iran game at the Khali- 
fa Stadium. One of the officials 
who heard the arguing Sunday 
commented: “The new coach 
Ahmad Al Khrashi is a Saudi 
so he will need to get “royal 
approval" for his selection." 

Iran's ageing side has been 
boosted by the four goals of 
young striker Ali Daii, who has 
turned down approaches from 
Bayern Munich of Germany 
and Turkish champions Galat- 
sary. Iran will have Majid 
Namjou Motlach suspended. - 
- South Korea, who play 
North Korea, will be playing 
for the future of their coach 
Khn Ho as well as a third 
successive World Cup finals 
place. 

Giving away a last minute 
goal to Saudi Arabia and losing 
to Japan has left them in third 
place after four games. Kim 
said his players have fitness 
problems and have not 
acclimatised to the Qatar heat. 

The defeat to Japan, almost 
as big a rival as the North 
Koreans, will already have put 
Kim's job on the line. A win is 
crucial to save the former 
South Korean international de- 
fender. 

North Korean assistant 
coach Yun Myung Chun said: 
“We do not have any hope of 
qualifying but we will not 
abandon the tournament. We 
are gome to play hard, no-one 
likes to De a loser." 

Meanwhile South Koreans, 
who revere soccer as a major 
national sport, received with 
shock the news of their nation- 
al team’s 1-0 defeat to Japan. 


“It’s a second National 
Humiliation Day," ||ie nation- 
al Yonhap News Agency said 
in a dispatch ft$m Doha, 
equating the defeat t° Japan’s 
takeover of Korea in 1910 as a 
colony. That day i| remem- 
bered by many Koreans as a 
National Humiliation Da Y- 

“(We) lost to JQM0 in every 
sense, in skills, teamwork, 
fighting spirit." Ygnfrap said. 

Millions of South Koreans 
stayed up until a^gr midnight 
to watch the gams televised 
live. On Tuesday, the defeat 
.was a major topic among 
morning commuters and office 
workers. 

The kiss was especially galling 
because South Korea has* 
always dominated Japan in 
soccer. It had 42 wins, 13 
draws and only seven defeats 
to Japan before Monday and- 
had never lost to Japan in 
World Cup competition. 

But this time, Japan control- 
led most of the match and 
penetrated the Korean defence 
almost at will. 

. “It was a nightmare to see a 
match like that," Yonhap said, 
“the match was like competi- 
tion between a pro team and 
an early morning neighbour- 
hood team.” 

The state KBS Television 
said, “we all were taken aback 
to see such a shameful match. 
There was no strategy, no will 
to fight.” 

The South Korean media 
blamed team manager Kim Ho 
for the defeat, accusing him of 
disrupting teamwork by assign- 
ing some players to the wrong 
position. 


Crown lies uneasy on European basketball champions 


LONDON (R) — Europe's 
club basketball season moves 
into top gear this week with the 
crown already lying uneasy on 
the beads of last season's sur- 
prise champions Limoges. 

The French have teen in- 
poor form since clinching the 
title in Athens in April and 
much is expected from new- 
comer Danny Young, an ex- 
perienced player with 567 
matches in the NBA. 

Currently fourth in the 
French League. Limoges dis- 
appointed in the high-profile 
Munich International Tourna- 
ment won by the NBA’s 
Phoenx Suns Saturday. • 

They lost the third place 
playoff to Real Madrid despite 
a handsome 30 points from 
Limoges other American 
Young, Michael, the architect 
of their Athens victory over 
Benetton Treviso. 


Limoges start the semfinal 
series Thursday with a tough 
match in Barcelona and may 
be without piaymaker Frederic 
Forte, who hurt his ankle in 
Munich. 

“We're still chasing our test 
form and we might find it 
difficult against Barcelona, 
especially if Frederic can’t 
play," said Limoges player 
Richard Dacoury. 

“Danny Young should help 
us a lot. From what I saw m 
Munich, he’s just the kind of 
player we need but he will 
probably need time to-adapt.”- 

Barcelona start their cam- 
paign with their tails up. Top 
of the Spanish League with 
eight wins, from nine matches, 
they have' beaten both Real 
Madrid and Spain's third 
European League candidate 
Joventut Badalona. 

. Barcelona have three new 


American players in their 
ranks, pivot Fred Roberts, for- 
mer, Milwaukee Bucks player 
Denis Williams and Tony Mas- 
senburg. 


Bpt big rivals Real Madrid, 
unceremoniously bounced oat 
of the final four series by 
Limoges in Athens, once again 
start title favourites:. 


CAR FOR SALE 

1990 TOYOTA Corolla, 1600cc, duty unpaid. 
For information, please contact to: 

Mr. Kemal, Turkish Embassy - tel. 641251 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Furnished, 2 bedroom flat with telephone, independent 
central heating, garage and carpet: also unfurnished one- 
room flat; both located between 4th & 5th Circles of Jabal 
Amman. 

For Inquiries call 678376 


JOB 

OPPORTUNITY 

An international organisation is 
seeking a creative marketing man- 
ager with either a minimum of 3 
years experience and/or a uni- 
versity degree in marketing. 
Knowledge of international market 
is a plus. Female preferable. Must 
be fluent in English and Arabic. 
Send CV to 
Fax 612902 or 

P.O. Box 9363, Amman 11191, 
Jordan. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Ground floor, with garden, separate entrance, central 
heating and telephone. The apartment consists of three 
.bedrooms, two salons, front glassed-in veranda. Fully 
furnished apartment with all electrical equipment and 
kitchen utensils. Location: north Mecca Street, behind 
Kanaan fuel station, beside the engineers' housing. 
For further Information and examining 
he apartment, please call Tel: 

818988 


VACANCY 

New industrial company has an opening for a 
storekeeper. The applicant should be young, 
energetic, holding a degree in business stu- 
dies and computer literate. 

If you are Jordanian and looking for a 
stable career with prospects to adv- 
ance, send your CV with confidence to 
P.O.Box (950368) - Amman 11195 - Jordan. 



AL-ZAM1L 

AIR CONDITIONERS 


The only air conditioners that proved their high quality 
all over the Middle East area. 

provided with: 

☆ Warranty for one year 
* After sale maintenance 
All types & sizes are available at; - 
Mechanical Engineers - Abdul Rahim Taha 
Tel. 611996, fax 624689, Tlx. 21680 ARTCO 
& MEC Trading Corp. Tel. 642722 


International company seeks 
General Managers 

for local and International branches 
minimum 3 to 5 years experience. 

University graduate. 

Fluent in English and Arabic. 
Strong sales and communication skills. 
Flexible, energetic team player. 

Please send CV and cover letter to: 
Human Resources 
P;O.Box 960913 
Amman - Jordan 
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JURASSIC PARK 

Shows: I2:W. 3-J0, M5. 830. 



CONCORD T 
QUICK CHANCE 

Shows!- 12.-30,-3:30. 6:15. 8-J0, 10:30 

CONCORD ‘2’ 

THUNDER HEART 

Shows: 12J0, 3:15. 6, 8:15, 10:15 
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TeL: 699238 


Nour Sharif — Sabrin 
in 

131 - WORKS 

Arabic 

Shows; 12J0, 3:15. 5:00, 6 JO, 8J0, 10:30 


TeL: 675571 
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A popular political 
-Actors: Abeer Issa. Daoud Jalajel, 
Hassan Al Shaer, Fuad ShbmaJi 
In addition to other comedians 
Every night at 8:15 
Tickets are sold ail day 


NaN & HIsFiam's «»» 

MILAN TSUATRR 


The political comedy 

HEttOME ARAB SUMMIT 

daily 8:30 p,m. 

The theatre doses Saturday 
and Sunday 

English synopsis available 
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U.S. Jewish team ends 


visit saying Jordan 


is committed to peace 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — An American 
Jewish delegation ended a two- 
day visit to Jordan Tuesday, 
saying it found a firm Jorda- 
nian commitment to the Mid- 
dle East peace process, but 
with little success in influenc- 
ing the Kingdom to dilute its 
commitment to the Arab 
boycott of Israel before a 
peace settlement is reached 
with the Jewish state. 

Robert Lifton, president of 
the American Jewish Congress 
(AJC) and leader of the de- 
legation which included 
businessmen, however, de- 
scribed as highly valuable a 
meeting the 10-member team 
had with a group of Jordanian 
businessmen at the Chamber 
of Industry Tuesday. 

“We opened the door for 
contacts and communications 
on a personal basis," Mr. Lit- 
ton told the Jordan Times 
shortly before the delegation 
left by road to cross the River 
Jordan. 

“The Jordanian business- 
men promised that they would 
seek means for cooperation 
with American firms' which 
are now denied entry to the 
Arab market under the secon- 
dary part of the boycott be- 
cause of their business links 
with Israel, he said. 

Before the meeting, Mr. Lif- 
ton said the delegation would 
discuss “the kind of things that 
could be done in the region 
and how they could be accom- 
plished and what kind of in- 
frastructure exists for them and 
the best way to do them." 

“The idea is to cut through 
politics and arrive at issues that 
directly concern business," he 
added. 

By and large, Mr. Lifton 
said after the meeting, “we 
found a firm commitment and 
tremendous interest on the 
part of the Jordanian lead- 
ership and Jordanians to the 
peace process." 

His Majesty King Hussein 
met with the delegation Mon- 
day and reaffirmed Jordan’s 
commitment to seeking a com- 
prehensive solution to the Mid- 
dle East conflict through the 
two-year-old U.S.-backed 
peace negotiations. 


Jordan’s position, officials 
explained, is that the issue of 
the boycott of Israel was part 
of the conflict and the measure 
was adopted by the Arab 
League, and, as such, the 
Kingdom cannot adopt any un- 
ilateral move in this respect. 

Once the root of the conflict 
is removed and an Arab- Israeli 
peace settlement is reached 
then the issue of boycott could 
be discussed, they say. 

Furthermore, Israel cannot 
hope to enjoy any lifting of the 
boycott while it maintains the 
occupied territories as a 
monopoly by imposing its own 
controls over goods entering 
the Palestinian market, they 
explain. 

Mr. Lifton emphasised that 
his group’s role was “not to tell 
anyone what to do, but to raise 
the point that the secondary 
boycott and the anti-boycott 
legislation*’ had a negative 
bearing on American firms 
doing buisness with the Arab 
World. 


American laws bar U.S. 
firms from complying with the 
requirements of the Arab 
Boycott of Israel Office. The 
requirements include certifi- 
cates of origin and other com T 
pliance documents. In theory, 
without these documents the 
goods will not be allowed into 
the Arab countries. 

But U.S. companies issue 
the documents then they are 
subject to prosecution and 
heavy fines imposed by the 
U.S. government. 

Mr. Lifton stressed that an 
improved climate was essential 
to encourage U.S. companies 
to do business with the Arab 
World. 


ture for Arabs to lift the econo- 
mic boycott of Israel. 

“It is early now to speak of 
lifting the Arab boycott," 
Hakam Balawi, a dose aide to 
Mr. .Arafat, was quoted as 
saying by Reuters hi a Dubai- 
destined dispatch. 

“This decision requires a 
unanimous vote by the Arab 
League (Ministerial Council 
when comprehensive peace is 
achieved,” he added. 

The American Jewish de- 
legation, which arrived here 
from Saudi Arabia Monday, 
began its visit in Cairo, where 
it met with President Mubarak 
and Mr. Arafat, who flew 
there from Tunis for the meet- 
ing immediately after talks 
with U.S. envoy Dennis Ross 
last week. 

Asked how the group 
viewed a Jordanian call on the 
American Jewish community 
to use its political influence to 
ensure a comprehensive, just 
and durable Middle East set- 
tlement is reached, Mr. Lifton 
said: 


“We explained that the 
secondary boycott might end 
being counterproductive to the 
very thing that everyone 
wanted, that is investment in 
the Middle East in order to 
improve the living standards 
and quality of life of the people 
of the region,” he told the 
Jordan Times. 

“This is what we told (Egyp- 
tian) President Hosni Mubarak 
and (Palestine Liberation 
Organisation) Chairman Yas- 
ser Arafat,’* he said. 

In Dubai, a senior PLO offi- 
cial said Monday it was prema- 


“There is an overwhelming 
support among the American 
Jewish community for the 
peace process and we will re- 
main actively engaged in sun- 
porting and encouraging it.” ■ 

But, he added, “we have to 
leave the specifics to the par- 
ties directly involved in the 
(negotiating) process. There is 
a firm commitment to peace 
from the government of 
Israel.” 

The delegation, which repre- 
sents a cross-section of Amer- 
ican Jewish leaders including a 
woman, former attorney- 
general-designate Zoe Baird, 
apparently did not make much 
headway with the Saudis either 
m its quest to end the secon- 
dary boycott. 


Saudi leaders told the team 
that their country supported 
the peace process but did not 
indicate what they intended to 
do in response to the call for an 
end to the ban on firms trading 
with Israel. 

“We made the point that 
steps should be taken, signals 
given, that would encourage 
the Israelis,” Mr. Lifton said. 
But the delegation heard “no 
affirmation of what the Saudis 
would do.” 


Clan war rages in Mogadishu 


MOGADISHU (Agencies) — 
United Nations peacekeepers 
stayed on the sidelines as rival 
dans battled across Mogadishu 
for a second day on Tuesday, 
U.N. offidals said. 

About 50 Somalis have been 
wounded in the rwo days of 
. fighting, they said. At least 10 
people were killed in a clash on 
the green line dividing the 
capital on Monday. 

Battles had now spread to 
three sections of the dty. 

The fighting is the most se- 
rious between dans in Moga- 
dishu for several months 
although 70 at least of foreign 
soldiers and hundreds of 
Somalis have been killed since 
June in an undeclared war be- 
tween the U.N. peacekeeping 
mission and General Moham- 
mad Farah Aideed's militia. 

U.N. offidals stressed that 
U.N. troops would not inter- 


vene although contacts had 
been made with dan elders to 
halt the dashes. 

“We’re still hopeful that the 
inter-clan violence will subside 
and we will be able to get back 
to dialogue,” said U.N. milit- 
arv spokesman Captain Tim 
McDavitt. 

There was a possibility that 
U.S. President Bill Clinton's 
spedal envoy Robert Oakley 
might return to Mogadishu to 
try to start peace talks, the 
spokesman said, but he was. 
unable" to confirm it. 


scattered heavy machine gun 
and" small arms fire could be 
heard in several neighbour- 
hoods. 

By nightfall the fighting had 
largely subsided. But ^Sporadic 
gunfire and the thump ot occa- 
sional rifle-propelled grenade 
blasts still resounded through 


Mogadishu's otherwise calm 
streets. 

The fighting erupted when 
Aideed gunmen stopped a 
“peace march” into their terri- 
tory from an enclave control- 
led by Gen. Aideed's enemy, 
self-styled President Ali Mahdi 
Mohainmad. 

Mr. Ali Mahdi rejected fran- 
tic U.N. requests to call off the 
march because Gen. Aideed’s 
gunmen had threatened to fire 
on the demonstrators, he 
urged UU.N. forces to protect 
them. 

It was the first major battle 
in 19 months between the two 
warlords whose vicious power 
struggle reduced much of cen- 
tral Mogadishu to rubble be- 
fore U.S.-led forces landed 
in December. 

Lansana Kouyate, the depu- 
ty U.N. chief in Somalia, met 
Mr. Ali Mahdi on Tuesday. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Israeli, Palestinian aid groups meet 


LONDON (AP) — The presidents of Israeli and Palestinian 
emergency aid groups met in England on Monday during an. 
international conference of the national Red Cross and Rea 
Crescent societies. David Barzilai, head of Israel s Red Shield 
of David organisation, and Fathi Arafat, president of ~! e ’ 
Palestinian Red Crescent Society, held a meeting “marked by 
an atmosphere of mutual trust and understanding" ac “ r “ ,n § 
to a news release from the International Federation of Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies. At the meeting in Birming- 
ham, the two men stated their “firm intent" to develop 
relations between their institutions in several areas, it said. 
The federation groups all the national societies worldwide and 
tries to coordinate natural disaster relief appeals. The Israeli 
society is not yet a member of the organisation, and its 
presence at the gathering indicate it is on the way to 
membership. 


Convicted murderer hanged in Damascus 


DAMASCUS (AP) — A Syrian man, convicted of triple 
murder and theft, was hanged in a public square early 
Tuesday. The government newspaper Tishrin identified the 
convict as Yassin A1 Hafi, 36. It said Hafi, armed with a pistol, 
stormed into a pharmacy in Lebanon's border town of Anjar 
on Dec. 21, 1992, shot the owner and her assistant to death 
and fled back to Syria after stealing their money and jewelry. 
The owner of the pharmacy was identified as Nazla Hamza 
and her assistant as Huda A1 Ajami. Both were Lebanese. On 
Jan. 26, he escorted a friend, Ibrahim Fattah, to an apartment 
building in the Yarmouk district of Damascus where Fattah 
was buying a flat. On the staircase, he hacked Fattah until ian 
axe he had hidden under his clothes, robbed him of 250,000 
pounds ($6,000) and fled in the victim's car. Fattah bled to 
death. Hafi was arrested two months later after the building s 
landlord testified he had seen him enter the building with 
Fattah. During interrogation, he confessed to murdering the 
women. 


Eitan running for prime minister 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Right-wing politician Rafael Eitan, the 
army’s chief of staff during the 1982 Lebanon invasion, 
announced Tuesday he was running for prime minister. Mr. 
Eitan, 64, speaking at a news conference, called for moving up 
the elections because of the Sept. 13 Israel-Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) accord which he opposes. His 
Tsomet party objects to dialogue with the group. The next 
election scheduled for 1996. will be Israel’s first in which the 
premier is elected directly. By the old system, by which Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin was chosen in 1992, a prime minister 
had to negotiate for a parliament majority. Mr. Eitan s 
candidacy is likely to harm electoral chances for Benjamin 
Netanyahu, leader of the opposition Likud party, by splitting 
the right-wing vote. 


Kuwaiti leaders see 
continuing Iraqi threat 


KUWAIT (Agenda) — 
Crown Prince Sheikh Saad A1 
Abdullah A1 Sabah said Tues- 
day Iraq was looking for a 
chance to re-invade Kuwait. 

Sheikh Saad spoke at a par- 
liament session marking the 
end of the legislature's summer 
recess. 

“The danger that threatens 
our dear country is still there... 
waiting for another chance, 
he said. -‘Tin not saying that to 
exaggerate or terrorise... Pm 
just stating facts and carrying 
out my duty.” 

He made no suggestion as to 
how Kuwait coula counter the 
threat. But the emirate has 
signed 10-year defence pacts 
with the United States, Britain 
and France since the Gulf war. 

The three nations were key 
contributors to the coalition 
that evicted the Iraqi army 
from Kuwait in February 1991, 
ending a seven-month occupa- 
tion of the emirate. 

Sheikh Saad said Iraq had 
yet to recognise the new bor- 
der drawn by the United Na- 
tions after the crisis. The line 
placed 11 oil wells from Iraq’s 
Rurraileh oil field in Kuwait 


Israeli trade team to visit India 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — A high-powered Israeli trade delega- 
tion is to visit India in January as a follow-up to a proposal to 
grant most favoured nation trading (MFN) status to each 
other, the Israeli embassy said Tuesday. The trade team, 
comprising officials from 40 Israeli firms, will tour the country 
to tie-ups, cooperation and technology transfer, 

counsellor for economic affairs Sarny Ofri said. A combination 
of India's cheap and skilled manpower and Israel's advanced 
technology would benefit both sides, he said, adding that more 
than 12 Israeli companies had decided to set up manufacturing 
bases in India. There was vast potential in the farm and drug 
sectors, Mr. Ofri added. 


Mubarak: Egypt safest place on Earth 


WASHINGTON (R) — Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak 
said that politically motivated violence in Egypt was declining 
and his country had become the safest place on Earth. “The 
violence is going down now, and our country is much more 
safer than any other place in the world." he said in an 
interview broadcast Tuesday on the ABC news programme 
“Good Morning America." Mr. Mubarak, whose comments 
were taped Monday after he met President Bill Clinton at the 
White House, said Egypt still needed the United States to 
maintain current aid levels to fund development projects. “We 
hope that the level of aid can continue because we’re going 
through an economic reform, which needs the support of the 
United States. “Any sharp cuts would create problems for 
Egypt, he said. 


Lebanese ex-servicemen get rise in pensions 


BEIRUT (R) — The Lebanese parliament passed a law 
increasing army pensions on Tuesday in a bid to defuse a 
dispute with the military command. The army command, 
angered by parliament’s failure to raise pensions in an Oct. 12 
session, next day pulled soldiers off checkpoints where they 
reinforced police searching cars and checking motorists papers 
under a campaign to impose dvil order. It was not immediate- 
ly known if the army would now reverse its order. Troops still 
man permanent checkpoints around army bases. Beirut 
airport and Palestinian refugee camps. The 40,000-strong 
army is trying to bring order to Lebanon after 15 years of dvil 
war which ended in 1990. State Minister for Finance Fuad 
Siniora said the increased pensions would cost the treasury 31 
billion Lebanese pounds ($18 million) in 1993. 


3 Israeli soldiers wounded in shelling 


Police use tear-gas at Kashmiri protest 


Iraq to restore satellite links with Asia 


territory- If also gave Kuwait 
Iraq’s naval base at Umm 

Qasr. . . 

The crown prince said 
another cause for concern was 
Baghdad’s failure to jelease 
over 700 Kuwaitis and other 
nationals arrested during the 
occupation . Iraq denies it 
holds any prisoners of war. 

Sheikh Saad said Kuwait was 
willing to “forgive” Arab 
states that remained sympathe- 
tic to Iraq during the war. 
provided' . their governments 
declare support for the post- 
war U-.N. resolutions related to 
the conflict and call on Iraq to 
comply with them. 


MARJAYOUN (AFP) — Three Israeli soldiers were wound- 
ed Tuesday when their position was shelled in Israel’s 
self-declared “security zone” in South Lebanon, security 
officials said. Several mortar shells hit Sojud, on the edge of 
the zone’s central sector, and an adjacent position occupied by 
Israel’s proxy militia, the South Lebanon Army (SLA). Israeli 
artillery gunners retaliated by pounding the Iqlim Al Tufah 
hills, a stronghold of Hizbollah guerrillas near the port city of 
Sidon. Lebanese police gave no immediate report of casual- 
ties. On Monday, three Katyusha rockets and seven mortar 
shells were fired at the SLA in Sojud but missed their targets, 
security officials said. 


The resolutions demand 
among other things that Iraq’s 
stock and ability to provide 
weapons of mass destruction 
be dismantled, that Baghdad 
pay war reparations and recog- 
nise the new border. . 

“As for those who still insist 
on their blind support for the 
Iraqi regime against Kuwait... 
the Kuwaiti people will never 
forget their wrongdoing or sur- 
pass their shameful stances. 
Sheikh Saad said. 



Nowit's Map 
the rock star 


Opposition claims revolt 
continuing at Libya bases 


CAIRO (AP) — A Libyan 
army rebellion that the coun- 
try’s air force tried to quell last 
week spread and may be con- 
tinuing in at least five bases, 
exiled opposition leaders 
asserted Tuesday. 

Libyan leader Mnammer 
Qadhafi has been in power 
since 1969 and the military is 
believed the only force capable 
of dislodging him. It was un- 
clear whether the reported re- 
volt constituted a coup attempt 
or a mutiny over service condi- 
tions. 

The Libyan embassy in 
Cairo denied there was either. 
An embassy official referred a 
questioner to a statement fro m 
the government in Tripoli that 
s aiH nothing out of the ordin- 
ary has happened. 

Inside Libya, the gov- 
ernment declared Tuesday a 
day of mourning and severed 
links with the outside for 12 
bouts, to commemorate 
thousands - of Libyan’s expul- 
sion by Italian occupation 
forces 82 years ago. Observ- 
ances included detonating land 
mines allegedly left by Italian 
colonisers, transmitting only 
black-and-white television 


programmes and turning off 
street lights at night- 

Western diplomats in the Li- 
byan capital and opposition 
leaders abroad reported last 
week that the air force put 
down on Oct. 17-18 revolt by 
army units in Misratah and 
Bani Waiid in eastern Libya. 
They said many officers were 
executed and arrested. 

But on Tuesday Abdul 
Hamid Bakqush, a former Li- 
byan prime minister who is a 
political refugee in Cairo, said 
the rebels maintained control 
of those bases by late Monday. 

After the air force attacked 
the two camps, the protests 
spread to at least three others, 
Mr. Bakoush said. He named 
them as AI Zawiyah, SO 
kilometres west of Tripoli, and 
Tarhunah. about 50 kilometres 
south. of Tripoli, where Col- 
onel Qadhafi reportedly is 
building a clandestine chemical 
weapons plant (see page 2).^ 

“The mutineers are still in 
control. It has not been li- 
quidated,” be told the Associ- 
ated Press. “The government 
is not attacking them now, and 
it looks like there may be 
negotiations going on." 


Beijing (R) — Chairman 
Mao’s image no longer adorns 
every room. in China but it stil 
turns -up in some unlikely 
places. The latest is a natural 
rock formation reachable only 
by boat inside the LazengCave 
in southern Guangxi province, 
the Guangxi Daily said in edi- 
tions reaching Beijing Tues- 
day. It was said to be found by 
journalists touring the care. 
“They discovered a rock about 
a dozen metres (39 feet) high 
that looks almost exactly like a 
half-length Mao Tsetung sta- 
tue, with his hair combed back 
and a broad forehead,” the 
newspaper said. Only two 
mouths ago, the southern pro- 
vince of Hainan trumpeted the 
discovery of an entire moun-* 
tain, which Mao’s daughter Li*l 
Na reportedly proclaimed was 
‘a “perfect likeness" erf him 
lying on his back. It may be 
than coincidence that natu- 
ral likenesses of the great 
helmsman are turning up m 
1993, which would have been 
Mao’s 100th .birthday. He died 
m 1976. Entrepreneurs hoping 
to cash in on the anniversary 
have been trying to ignite a 
nationwide Mao Nostalgia 
cra2e before the Dec. 26 
centennial. Hainan officials 
cairf they would promote “Old i 
Mao Mountain” as a tourist * 
attraction. 1 





U.S. cab drivers 
most at risk for 
being slain 


Denktash: Commonwealth 


destroyed agreement basis 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Tur- 
kish Cypriot leader Rauf De- 
nktash said Tuesday the basis 
for a settlement of the Cyprus 
problem was destroyed by the 
final communique of the Com- 
monwealth summit. 

Mr. Denktash said the refer- 
ence to Cyprus in the final 
communique “is biased be- 
cause it was adopted without 
hearing the Turkish Cypriot 
side and does not conform to 
the principles of justice.” 

The communique was 
approved unanimously on 
Monday by the 47 leaders of 
the association of Britain and 
its former dependencies 
attending the five-day biennial 
summit in the coastal city of 
Limassol. 

Mr. Denktash told a news 
conference in the Turkish- 


Cypriot sector of the divided 
capital that the communique 
showed President Glafcos 
Clerides, the Greek Cypriot 
leader, “has no intention to 
come to terms with the Turkish 
Cypriots." 

“The communique has des- 
troyed. the basis for any agree- 
ment," he said. 

Thecommunique demanded 

the speedy withdrawal of the 
estimated 35,000 Trukish 
troops and 50,000 mainland 
settlers from the Turkish- 
occupied north of the island. It 
akn demanded the return of 
the 180,000 Greek Cypriot re- 
fugees to their homes in the 
north. 

U.N. Security Council re- 
solutions demand the with- 
drawal of “foreign” troops and 
settlers, without a direct refer- 
ence to Turkish troops. 


ATLANTA (AP) — People 
who drive or dispatch taxicabs 7. 
were most at risk for being 
murdered on the job daring 
the 1980s. U.S. safety officials 
reported. The National Insti- 
tute for Occupational Safety 
and Health said 7,603 people 
were murdered on the job in 
the United States from 1980 
through 1989 — an average of 
nearly 15 people a week. *' 
Homicide was the leading 
cause of workplace death for 
women and the third leading 
cause of on-the-job deaths for 
all workers, the agency re- 
ported. Motor vehicle acci- 
dents were the top cause of 
death in the workplace .and 
machine-related accidents 
were second. Taxicabs and taxi 
dispatch offices topped the list. : 
for most dangerous woriqplaagp. 
with 26.9 of every 100,001/^- 
workers murdered during the 
decade — almost 40 times the 
national on-the-job rate of 0.7 
per 100,000 workers. Cab driv- 
ers and chauffeurs were listed 
as the riskiest jobs, with a rate 
of 15.1 deaths per 100,000. 
This year in New York City, 
where about 50,000 cabs cruise 
the streets. 32 cabbies have 
, been murdered on the job. 
“This is the most dangerous 
job in the dty and no one 




besides the drivers seems to 4 
care,” said Kenny Arthur, fl. 


spokesman for Affiliated Liy- ^ 3: «, S 
ery Drivers and Owners in 
New York, a trade assodation. - 
After taxicabs and dispatch 
offices, other risky workplace fl| ; • 
were liquor stores, where 8 of 
every 100,000 workers was ’ 
slain; gas stations, 5.6; detec- 
tive agencies. 5; couithouses- 
prisons-poliee and fire depart- ~ 
ments, 3.4; grocery stores, 32; 
jewelry stores, 3.2; hotels- 
motels, 1.5; and restaurarfls- 
bais, 1.5. • 


Released cadet testifies 
in State Security Court 


Survey describes 
bestU.S. 


campuses 
— for fun 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakistani police fired tear-gas Tuesday 
to disprese about 300 Kashmiri separatists protesting against 
the arrest of their leader in Belgium last week. The militants of 
the Jammu and Kashmir Liberation Front (JKLF) gathered on 
the outskirts of Islamabad to march on the Belgian embassy to 
deliver a letter protesting the arrest in Brussels on Oct. 18 of 
visiting leader Amanullah Khan. Hundreds of police opened 
fire with tear-gas to disperse the crowd, forcing them back 
toward Islamabad's twin dty of Rawalpindi. “Two Satans are 
enemies of Kashmir — India and Pakistan,” the separatists 
shouted. They hurled stones at police, set fire to a police van 
and smashed the windows of cars and buses at the busy 
junction just outside Islamabad. 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq is set to restore its satellite links 
with South East Asian countries. India, Pakistan, and Austra- 
lia, the telecommunications chief said Tuesday. Ghassan 
Abdul Razzak Al Aani. quoted in Baghdad newspapers, said 
repairs at the Dajeil satellite station which was badly damaged 
in the 1991 Gulf war had almost been completed. Iraq plans to 
restore telephone, telex and audiovisual links via an Indian 
satellite connected to Dajeil, SO kilometres north of Baghdad, 
he said. Mr. Aani said Baghdad was to contact Intelsat, the , 
organisation in charge of international communications, to 
seek authorisation for Dajeil to go back in service. In July, the 
Iraqi authorities announced plans to beam television program- 
mes abroad via satellite. 


AMMAN (Petra) — A milit- 
ary cadet Tuesday told the 
State Security Court he was 
among those detained for a 
while for questioning in an 
assassination plot against His 
Majesty King Hussein but that 
he was not exposed to beating 
or any other form of torture 
throughout his detention. 

The cadet, whose name was 
withheld by the court, said he 
was visited once every two 
weeks in prison by a female 
representative of the Interna- 
tional Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) and that the 
meals that he received in pris- 
on were good and the same as 
those offered to members of 
the Armed Forces. 

The cadet, who was a stu- 
dent at the Police Academy of 
Muta University, told the court 
that he had abandoned his 
study there in 1992 in order to 
enter a religious college. 

He said that he was arrested 
on April 27, 1993, on suspicion 
that ne belonged tp-a banned 
political organisation and that 
carried out sabotage activities 
inside the university. He said 
he was released on Aug. 12, 
1993. 


At the outset of Tuesday’s 
session, lawyers for the third 
defendant presented a written 
memo to the court, presided 
over by Colonel Hafez Amin, 
in which the defendant asked 
to change one paragraph in his 
earlier testimony to the court 
or that the court retry him. 

Objecting to the motion, 
Prosecutor Major Mohannad 
Hijazi said the request contra- 
dicted the facts. He said the 
defendant’s testimony showed 
contradiction between those of 
two defence witnesses, namely 
the third defendant's uncle and 
his brother. 

Major Hijazi also .said that 
there could be no retrial after " 
the defendant had given his 
testimony and was cross- 
examined in court: 

The court rejected the de- 
fence request saying that there 
was no justification for hearing 
the defendant again. 

Ten people are being tried 
by the court on charges of 
plotting to open fire at King 
Hussein and for plotting to 
topple the government and' 
affiliation to an illegal orga- 
nisation, Hezb AI Tahrir Al 
Islami. - - - 


CAMBRIDGE, Mass. (AP) v 
1 — In this U.S. survey of the 
“best colleges ever,” Yale, 
Johns Hopkins and Chicago 
didn’t make the top 10 — thfg's, 
barely made the top 300. ' 
That’s because, as the young s 
editors of an irreverent pub- ■... 
lication for college-age men . 
put it, those schools may excel 
in academics,, bin they “jot” v. 
when it comes to having fun. 
Hie pollsters emphasise that 
the best party schools aren't 
necessarily scholastic zeroes; 
their survey simply focuses on 
“the fun- factor.” The unscien- 
tific poUappears' in Inside 
Edge, a national magazine pro- 
duced by students -from 
Boston-area colleges, includ- 
ing Harvard, winch was No- 
122 on the list. Using reports 
from 50 -student coriptoon- 
dents nationwide, lnade-iadge 
graded America’s 30Qr&ngest 
coed universities oj£mne 
criteria ranging 4roai me _bar 
and dub same to sports, 
magazine’s •NovemberVi 
lists the fop 20 and wont . 
“Thetbmgs we rate s&ttbings 
thar make the schooIrfiiR fo go 
to,” sajdjrabfisherAfobtf Sha- 
piro. - *' " v;'"” 
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